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$37.50 Approved as Tentative Fee for 1955 LLA Convention; 
Date Set for Aug. 15-20, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 


A tentative registration fee of $37.50 for the 1955 convention of 
the Luther League of America was set by LLA’s executive committee, 
meeting in Philadelphia, Nov. 25-27. Executive Secretary Leslie Con- 


The committee was unable to set a 
final registration fee because the Unit- 
versity could not predict definitely how 


much inflation would effect the cost 


of food. Another complicating factor 
demanded an increase over the 1953 


‘fee of $35. It was the necessity of 
renting an auditorium at a minimum 


of $300 per day. Largest auditorium 
owned by the University would seat 


only 1,150. 


Located on the campus, however, 
is Hill Auditorium, owned by a foun- 


- dation. With two balconies, it has a 


capacity of 4,200. It is equipped with 
a large stage that can seat 300 people. 


- Back of the stage are rooms that may 
be used for committee meetings. 


Sleeping and eating facilities 
Two facing dormitories, South 


~ Quad and West Quad halls, can ac- 
- commodate a total of 2,400 leaguers. 
' Each dormitory is divided into seven 
or eight “houses,” each “house” with 
a lounge and study room. In addition, 


tT. 


each dormitory has four large general 


lounges. Four elevators service the 
traffic in each dormitory. 


One entire floor of each dormitory 


rad was authorized to sign a contract with the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, to schedule the convention for Aug. 15-20, 1955. 


is devoted to dining and kitchen space. 
A large kitchen is at the “hub” of the 
floor, serving four dining rooms si- 
multaneously. 


In the basement of South Quad is a” 
snack bar with a seating capacity of 
325. University authorities stated that 
it could be made available to Luther 
leaguers at the hours desired. 


Buildings close together 

“All the buildings that we would 
use are concentrated in an area of about 
three city blocks,’ Executive Secretary 
Conrad told the LLA executive com- 
mittee. “Angell and Mason halls, to 
be used for workship and discussion 
sessions, are in the center. Dormitories 
are off to the south. Hill Auditorium 
is off to the north. The athletic fields, 
gymnasium, and tennis courts are two 
or three blocks below the dorms.” 

Recreational facilities include a 
swimming pool, golf course, and an 
attay of tennis courts. There is sufh- 
cient area for softball, with the as- 
surance from University authorities 
that equipment may be had from the 
athletic department. Gymnasium space 
is available for volleyball. 


YOUTH MAKE NEWS 


“University authorities,” Secretary 
Conrad said, “have suggested that the 
ninth floor—the top one—of the new 
South Quad Building be considered 
for display booths. It’s tailor made. 
The entire floor, 180 feet long, is a 
study hall during school term. Two 
walls—actually they aren’t so much 
walls as rows of windows—could serve 
as the backs for two rows of booths.” 


Transportation to Ann Arbor 
Ann Arbor is located on the main- 
line of the New York Central Rail- 


LLA Membership 


1951-52 1952-53 
California 640 
Canada 1023 
_Central Pennsylvania . 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia-Alabama 
Illinois 


Kentucky-Tennessee 
Kansas 


Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Carolina 
North: (Dakotajoncnci-) 
Noya Scotia 
Ohio 


Pittsburgh 

Rocky Mountain 
South Carolina 

Texas 

Virginia 

Western Canada 

West Virginia ....... 
Wisconsin 


_ that in view of the fact that their treas- 


road running-from Chicago to New 
York. It is also serviced by Greyhound 
and Shortway bus lines. 

Willow Run Airport is the main air 
field for Detroit. It is located 12 miles 
from Ann Arbor. 


Staff hits inaccurate reports 


Grave concern over the inaccuracy 
of membership statistics reported by 
state and synodical leagues was ex- 
pressed by the staff in its report to 
the LLA executive committee. 


“The day this portion of the staff 
report was being written,” the report 
announced, ‘““We received a letter from 
one of the synodical presidents stating 


uty had taken a walloping in 1952-53, 
they were reporting just a certain num- 
ber of members for 1953, no more than 
they felt they could pay for during the 
year. 


“Even though we have emphasized 
and re-emphasized in our communi- 
ques to state and synodical executive 
committee members that we want ac- 
tual figures, first and foremost, and 
then, whatever apportionment they 
are able to pay, we are finding that our 
advice is not being heeded on this 
particular matter. The old spirit of 
‘being paid up’ is too prevalent!” 

It was pointed out that in at least 
half of the state and synodical conven- 
tions this summer attendance records 
were broken and that pastors across — 
the continent report a renewed inter- 
est in league work. But statistical re- 
ports give little indications of growth. 

In an effort to remove the cause for 
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‘Committees met during Thanksgiving Week in LLA’s new office on eighth floor of 
‘United Lutheran Publication House. Above are Secretaries Smith, Bull, Shilling. 


inaccurate reporting, the executive 
committee re-emphasized that in the 
‘future LLA apportionment to state 
and synodical leagues will be based 
on the “‘active’”” membership reported. 

An “‘active’’ member was defined as 
“a young person who has committed 
‘himself to Jesus Christ, has joined a 
local Luther League, contributes to its 
‘causes, and participates in at least one- 
half of its activities.” 

President John Stacy interpreted the 
definition as follows: 

@ Commitment to Jesus Christ is 
demonstrated by one’s interest and ac- 
tivity in the church and by a sincere 
attempt to live a Christian life. 

@ One contributes to the causes of 


the Luther League by investing money, 
time, energy, and ability in its total 
program. 

@ “One-half of its activities’ im- 
plies participation in at least half of 
every part of league activity: In wor- 
ship, study, projects, and recreation. 


Prepare model constitutions 


A stranger attending the executive 
committee sessions might have thought 
that they were a small-scale reproduc- 
tion of the 1953 LLA convention at 
Oxford, Ohio. Representatives spent 
much of their time hammering away 
at constitutional amendments. 

This time the amendments, however, 
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Jerry Smith, art student who works part-time filling orders for LLA, displays new 
stock room to committeemen. LLA spends over $250 each month for postage. 


Old LLA stock room on fourth floor was 
so small only one person could work in it. 
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were to model constitutions for state 
and synodical and congregational 
Luther Leagues. 

In line with the new LLA constitu- 
tion, the new model synodical consti- 
tution points up the auxiliary status of 
the Luther League and ties it closely 
to the synod. All synodical league ac- 
tions a “subject to review and ap- 
proval” of the synod or its executive 
committee. A prime object of the Luth- 
er League is to ierniee and extend 
among youth the program” of the 
synod. Provision is made for the presi- 
dent of synod to appoint a representa- 
tive of synod, who has power to ad- 
vise the Luther League in all its actions. 


Congregational leagues 
Two model constitutions were pro- 
vided for congregational youth or- 
ganizations. One is for a small church 
in which all leaguers are organized in 


Did LLA office on fourth floor was so crowded that Luther League materials had to 
ve piled everywhere. Each secretary was surrounded by “walls” of supplies. 


oe group. The other is for larger con- 
sregations in which the Luther League 
s divided into several groups. 

So that all youth of the congregation 
nay belong to the congregation’s 
cuther League, provision is made in 
‘he multiple-group constitution for the 
‘eague to be divided into both age 
and interest groups. This permits 
youth choirs and dramatic and acolyte 
guilds to be a part of the Luther 
League as special interest units. 


And so forth 


The staff reported that the circula- 
ion of LUTHER LIFE had hit a new 
nigh of 9,404 in October. High Ideals 
uit a peak in the first quarter of 1953 


with a circulation of 5,038... . 

Theme for Youth Sunday, 1954, will 
be “Partners.” Purpose will be to 
point up the ways in which youth and 
adults work shoulder to shoulder in 
the congregation’s life... 

Florence Fray, chairman of the LLA 
missionaty committee, was nominated 
to serve on the board of managers of 
the Joint Commission on Missionary 
Education of the National Council of 
Churches. 


Christian vocation explained 
Because many leaguers are making 
the term “‘Christian vocation” synony- 


mous with “Christian occupation,” the 
Christian vocation committee agreed 
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on a definition at its meeting, Nov. 
23-25. All LLA standing committees 
met simultaneously in Philadelphia 
preceding the executive committee ses- 
sions. 

“Christian vocation,’ the definition 
stated, “is the call of God to a tela- 
tionship with him that comes with the 
forgiveness of sins. The response to 
the call manifests itself in a Christian 
life attitude—stewardship of talents, 
time, and money.” 

The committee explained that the 
Christian will automatically choose a 
Christian life work when he responds 
to the love of God. 

The Christian vocation committee 
voted to change the name of Life Serv- 
ice Day to Christian Vocation Day. It 
will still fall on the first Sunday in 
May. Theme for 1954 will be “Man- 
agers for God.” 


Gain 53 in one month 


A combination evangelism program- 
taxi service conducted by First Luther 
League, New Kensington, Pa., result- 
ed in the following attendance record: 


September 3—19. 
September 6—25. 
September 13—37. 
September 20—51. 


September 27—72. 


Under the direction of Evangelism 
Chairman Arlene Patz, 36 prospective 
senior leaguers and 21 prospective in- 
termediate leaguers were contacted. 
Visitors explained the league’s fall 
program and invited prospective mem- 
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“Taxi” Drivers Roy Baisler, Charles 
Walls, Ron Keitzer, Morton Akins spark 
program. 


bers to attend on the following Sun- 
day. 

Then the “taxis’’ came into service. 
All persons visited were informed that 
a ‘“taxi-cab” service had been imau- 
gurated for those who lived far from 
the church and had no means of 
transportation. Operating the service 
were a telephone operator, Janet Long, 
and four boys who had their own 
cars or access to the family car. The 
boys willingly donated their time and 
gasoline. 

The system worked in this man- 
ner: A young person needing trans- 
portation called Janet sometime o 
Sunday. She took name and address 
and arranged for one of the boys tc 
pick up the prospective member in 
time for league meeting. After the 
session, each person was safely trans: 


ported home again. Result has been 
the formation of a regular transpor- 
tation committee, headed by ‘Taxi 
Driver” Roy Baisler. 


Follow through 

On the last Sunday in September, 
First LL held a welcoming dinner for 
new leaguers. In October a new con- 
stitution was adopted, officers were 
elected, and a complete program of 
Susiness, devotions, education, and so- 
cial activity was planned. 

Fall activities included an old-fash- 
joned hymn festival, Youth Sunday 
service, a trip to Pittsburgh to see the 
movie Martin Luther, a visit to Beth- 
esda LL, a panel discussion on prob- 
lems of teen-agers, a hayride, and an 
advisors’ night. On advisors’ night 
the advisors, Miss Martha Grundy 
and Mrs. Amelia Beal, took charge of 
the meeting. 

Plans call for a bake sale and a 
‘minstrel show. The group also expect 
to assist in the organization of a 
Passavant League for children under 
12 years of age. 

Part of the secret of First LL’s suc- 
cess is that committees have been ap- 
‘pointed and are active in the fields 
of Christian vocation, missions, so- 
cial action, evangelism, recreation, and 
ipublicity. The committees meet simul- 
taneously after the league meeting on 
ithe last Sunday of every month. They 
‘then report their plans at a business 
‘meeting on the following Sunday. 


Join adults in visitation 


Leaguers played a leading part in 
the program of evangelism visitation 
\preceding a preaching mission con- 
ducted by 33 churches in the Edmon- 
ton, Alberta, area, Oct. 25-Nov. 1. 

Under the direction of the Rev. 


ULC Evangelism Director Lloyd Jacobsen 
prepares Edmonton youth for visitation. 


Names and addresses are assigned Trinity 
teams, Edmonton, by Leaguer Herman 
House. 


Clifton M. Weihe, associate director 
of evangelism for the ULC Board of 
Social Missions, leaguers joined older 
church members in the visiting of 
every member of every congregation 
during the week prior to the preach- 
ing mission. Purpose was to encour- 
age attendance at the mission. 

Lay visitors, including leaguers, met 
every evening for instruction regard- 
ing methods of effective visitation. 
Then they set out in pairs to make 
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their appointed visits for the evening. 

After the preaching mission was 
concluded, all visitors gathered to 
tabulate results and to discuss various 
problems that had arisen during the 
visits. 

“The knowledge acquired,” West- 
ern Canada LUTHER LIFE correspon- 
dent reports, “is now being put to 
further use in carrying out a year-round 
evangelism program in the leagues. 


Across the continent 

Rocky MouNnTAIN—Leagues at St. 
Paul's Church, El Paso, Texas, and 
Grace Church, Casper, Wyoming, have 
had a 300 per cent increase in mem- 
bership in the last year. The gain is 
attributed to programs of visitation 
among youth of the congregations. 

Nova SCOTIA — Twenty-seven 
young people of Resurrection Church, 


Lancaster Leaguers Henri Eberly, Marilyn 
Quinn, Ed Bilger visit Priscilla Young, 
center, prospective member of Grace LL. 


Halifax, were visited by leaguers in 
November in an effort to interest 
them in LL activities. 

ViRGINIA—Sevetal new members 
have joined College LL, Salem, as the 
result of a visitation program. The 
league was careful to assign a pros- 
pective member to visitors who had 
interests in common with him. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Approximtely 30 
leaguers of Grace Church, Lancaster, 
participated in a visitation program 
recently. Purpose was to encourage 
members of the Sunday school to 
become active in the LL. 

The campaign was under the lead- 
ership of Marilyn Quinn, extension 
chairman. Assisting her were the Rey. 
Warren C. Heinly; Mrs. Dorothy 
Pickel, parish worker; and Lester F. 
Evans, league advisor. Four team cap- 
tains directed the program. 


Tears on Welfare Island 


“Expressions on patients’ faces just 
about tore our hearts out,’ Gus Wede- 
meyer, president of New York City 
District LL, reported after the dis- 
trict’s annual Thanksgiving pilgrim- 
age to the city’s home for old people 
on Welfare Island. “One old lady 
began thanking us and burst into a 
flood of tears .. . An old man was 
absolutely speechless. No one had 
ever come to visit him before 
Another man chirped, ‘Gee, I knew 
there was a Santa Claus, but I didn’t] 
think he came on the 25th of No- 
vember.’ | 


| 


New York City District leaguers pack 1,400 bags for patients at Welfare Island. 
After presenting a variety show, young people visited 1,200 bed-ridden old folk. 


“Tt created a paradox in us. We 
felt so good and yet so bad. Good 
because we had brought some cheer 


‘into the lives of these people. Bad 


because of all the suffering we had 


-seen that we couldn’t do anything 
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about.” 

Leaguers began arriving on Welfare 
Island by 3 P.M. to begin filling 1,400 
packages with oranges, candy, and 
crackers that the league had bought. 
These were to be distributed to the 


old folk. 


By 7 P.M. everyone was on hand to 


begin a program of entertainment for 


the 200 ambulatory patients who could 
get to the hospital auditorium. Hit of 
the evening was an adaptation of the 


television program “Beat the Clock.” 


It was staged by Calvary LL, complete 
with singing commercials. 

One elderly lady was asked to roll 
out a lump of dough to fit in a pie 


pan in 50 seconds. “Why this is the 
first time I’ve done this in I don't 
know how long,” she exclaimed. Any- 
one could see that she was enjoying 
herself. 

An old man had to burst a line of 15 
balloons in 15 seconds. Another man 
had to unwrap a package in 55 sec- 
onds. But it was one of those April 
Fool stunts with one package inside 
of another. Of course, the clock was 
slowed down in some instances so all 
contestants could qualify for a prize. 

The show concluded with singing 
of old favorites, with special requests 
from the audience. After “God Be 
With You Til We Meet Again’, pa- 
tients began filing out of the audi- 
torium to receive gifts that leaguers 
had prepared for them. Then leaguers 
dispersed over the entire hospital to 
take gifts to the 1,200 old folk who 
could not attend the program. 


Reaction of all the leaguers to the 
thankfulness the old people expressed 
was summed up by one girl on the 
ferry ride back to Manhattan. “You 
know,’ she said, “I’ve never felt 
better than I do now. It certainly does 
feel like Christmas is coming.” 


St. Timothy leaguers, Albuquerque, place 
luminarios on the roof of their church. 


Luminarios in New Mexico 


An old Spanish custom was follow- 
ed by leaguers of St. Paul’s and St. 
Timothy's churches in Albuquerque, 
N. M., when they placed luminaries 
on their church roofs during the 
Christmas season. The luminarios were 
composed of paper bags filled with 
sand and lighted with candles. 

According to legend, early inhabi- 
tants of New Mexico outlined the 
paths to their homes with luminarios 


to light the way of the Christ Child, 
10 


Just before Christmas, St. Paul’s LL 
sponsored a party for children at the 
Albuquerque Cerebral Palsy School. 
In addition they helped paint and 
clean the school. These leaguers also 
put their dish-washing abilities to use 
at a church dinner recently. Money 
earned went to buy a choir robe for the 
Midland College Choir. 

St. Timothy leaguers recently sanded 
chairs and tables in their church’s 
church school class rooms. 


Activity everywhere 


PENNSYLVANIA—Nine hundred 
pounds of clothing for Lutheran 
World Relief were collected in two 
hours by intermediates of Trinity LL, 
Lansford. They made a house-to-house 
canvass of the entire congregation. 
Trinity leaguers also sent Christmas 
gifts to the children’s home at Topton. 
On Christmas Eve they went caroling 
in their own community. 

Eighth floor of Philadelphia’s Muh- 
lenberg Building echoed with singing 
and laughter on three nights early in 
December. Reason was that leaguers 
from St. Mark’s, Advent, and Prince 
of Peace churches had gathered to wrap 
Christmas gifts for patients in state 
and mental hospitals. The clothing, 
jewelry, and candy that went into the 
packages had been collected by the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania’s Board 
of Inner Missions. 

West VirGINIA—A total of $1,- 
179.34 was collected by youth of St. | 
Mark’s and other churches of the 
Clarksburg area for the United Na- | 
tions. Children’s Emergency Relief 
Fund on Halloween. 


MICHIGAN—Two leaguers from 
Resurrection, Detroit, delivered pledge 
cards to teen-age members of the con- 
gregation during the church's every- 
member visitation program in Novem- 
‘ber. Marie Cavan and Owen Vande 
‘Sande teamed up with an adult, who 
talked with parents while they talked 
of the church’s work with young 
‘people. 

ILLINOIS—St. Luke’s leaguers, Park 
Ridge, collected $170 for the Girl 
Scout-Camp Fire Fund in an hour 
or so on Oct. 6. 


a SS 


Attendance records broken 


New records were set by confer- 
ences in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
at fall rallies. Over 300 young people 
sepresenting 56 congregations attend- 
-ed the annual Thanksgiving banquet, 


Doylestown, Pa., sponsored by the 
Ministerium’s Norristown Conference. 
A total of 155 leaguers, representing 
15 churches, came to New Jersey's 
Central District rally, Irvington, 
Oct. 4. 


Dr. Herman Gilbert, staff secretary 
of the ULC Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, addressed the Central District 
affair. Leaguers present dropped $50 
into large Puerto Rican straw hats for 
the current LLA missionary project at 
Puerto Nuevo. 


West coast conclaves 

“Are You a Living Light?” was 
the theme of the Southern California 
District rally, First Church, Glendale, 
Nov. 22. Over 325 young people at- 
tended. 

The Rev. Gerald Pederson address- 
ed the group in the afternoon. Then 
the leaguers divided into four dis- 


Philadelphia leaguers wrap Christmas packages for patients in state mental hospitals. 
Project was sponsored in cooperation with Ministerium Inner Missions Board. 
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President Rolf Mielzarek passes hat and 
collects $50 for Puerto Rican project at 
N. J. Central District’s record conclave. 


cussion groups to examine the theme. 
They considered ways of being a “‘liv- 
ing light for Jesus’ at school, at home, 
and in the community. 

Over 60 leaguers registered for the 
missionary rally conducted by Pacific 
LL’s Southern Conference at St. Paul’s 
Church, Vancouver, Wash., Nov. 27. 
They contributed $25 for the Puerto 
Nuevo project. 

At the morning session the Rev. 
Olin G. Dasher, Portland, Ore., spoke 
on “The Need of Foreign Missions.” 
At the afternoon session Conference 
President Margaret Myers and Vice 
President Beverly Bain conducted dis- 
cussion groups with the purpose of 
helping leaguers organize missionary 
programs for the coming year. 


District 65 years old 


Oldest district organization in the 
Luther League of America, the New 
York City District, marked its 65th 
anniversary on Nov. 15. It antedates 
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the formation of LLA by seven years. 

The celebration was held in St. 
John’s Church, Christopher St., Man- 
hattan, the same church in which the 
district was organized in April of 1888. 
The Rey. Herbert D. Hrdlicka, a son 
of the district who is now president of 
the New England Conference of the 
United Synod of New York and New 
England, spoke on the theme “‘For- 
ward with Luther.” 

This was the same theme followed 
by all 14 districts of the New York 
LL at “unity” rallies on the same day. 
Purpose of the “unity” rallies was to 
present the New York LL program 
for the year and to bind all leaguers 
in the state together through a sense 
of fellowship. 


CP aims at 500 

Goal is to attract 500 young people 
to the Central Pennsylvania LL conven- 
tion, July 21-23, on the campus of 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, 
the CP convention committee recently 
announced. The program will be pat- 
terned largely after the 1953 LLA con- 
clave in Oxford, Ohio. 

Members of the convention com- 
mittee are Bob Schultz, chairman; An- 
namary Smith, in charge of publicity; 
Eleanor Hayman, program chairman; 
Fred Shilling, registrar; and the Rev. 
Charles Aurand, pastoral advisor. 


Virginia to visit Tusculum 
The Virginia LL executive commit- 
tee also voted recently to pattern its 
1954 convention after the recent LLA 
convention. Sessions will be held on 


the camps of Tusculum College 
Greeneville, Tenn. The Knoxville Con- 
ference and Reformation LL, Greene- 
ville, will be hosts. 

Pacific LL will hold its annual con- 
wention in Trinity Church, Longview, 
Wash., April 23-25. 


(Pacific prexies convene 


First presidents conference conduct- 
‘ed by the Pacific LL was held in Im- 
manuel Church, Centralia, Wash., Dec. 
| 27-28. Purposes, according to Pacific 
| President “Rusty” Carter, were as fol- 
‘lows: 


- 1. To give each congregational 
league president a thorough idea of 
‘how the local program fits into that 
-of the synod. 

2. To set up an all-important evan- 
‘gelism program for every league. 

_ 3. To deal with problems that have 
arisen in local leagues. 

4. To present worthwhile and in- 
spicing speakers. 

First conference for presidents in 
the Georgia-Alabama LL was also 
scheduled recently for St. John’s 
~Church, Atlanta. 


Ohio investigates caravaning 


A special committee to organize a 
-caravaning program in Ohio was au- 
thorized at a meeting of the LLO 
executive committee, Mansfield, Dec. 
11-12. It was charged with the re- 
sponsibility of studying caravaning 
_ programs conducted by other state and 
synodical groups and formulating one 
for Ohio. Burhl Blaze, Jr., of First 
Church, Miamisburg, was named com- 
mittee chairman. 


CAMPUS 


Girls may join the over 600 men 
attending Muhlenberg College, Al. 
lentown, Pa., after $850,000 in cash 
has been collected, the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania voted at a special  ses- 
sion, Dec. 11. Muhlenberg is the only 
senior college in the United Lutheran 
Church that has not admitted. women 
students. 


The Ministerium approved imme- 
diate steps to raise one and a half mil- 
lion dollars to make the college co- 
educational and to liquidate the 
school’s indebtedness. Plans call for 
the renovation of the present freshman 
dormitory to house 140 women. A new 
men’s dormitory with facilities for 150 
men is also planned. 


The 1954 volume of Who's Who 
Among Students in American Colleges 


Conscientious Objectors 


Young Lutherans who are con- 
scientious objectors and who need 
guidance concerning their draft prob- 
lems may obtain help from the Luth- 
eran Peace Fellowship. Chairman of 
the Fellowship is the Rev. Robert F. 
Weiskotten, 85-65 114th St., Rich- 
mond Hill 18, New York. 

Membership in the organization is 
open to members of the Lutheran 
church who accept the following 
statement: 

“In loyalty to the Person, Spirit, 
and teaching of Jesus Christ my con- 
science commits me to his way of 
redemptive love. I am therefore com- 
pelled to refuse to participate in or 
give moral support to war, and am 
committed to the purpose of disen- 
tangling the church of Christ from 
the war method.” 


Plans for celebration of Youth Sunday are laid by leaguers from Peachtree Road 
Church, Atlanta, Ga., with Pastor Paul J. Renz, former LLA executive committee 
member. LLA depends on Youth Sunday contributions for one-fifth ‘of its budget. 


and Universities will include many 
active Luther leaguers. At Carthage 
College, Helen Habermann, president 
of the Illinois LL and evangelism chair- 
man of LLA, was selected for the 
honor. Her name appeared in the 1953 
volume also. 

At Newberry College, Miriam 
Shealy, secretary of the South Caro- 
lina LL, and James R. Connelly, Jr., 
South Carolina missionary secretary, 
were among six chosen. 

Six of the 10 men chosen for the 
honor at Muhlenberg College are Luth- 
eran, They are Richard Jentsch, Brook- 
lyn; Donald Landis, Souderton, Pa.; 
Robert and William Malkames, broth- 
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ers from Hazleton, Pa.; Karl Peck- 
mann, Mill Neck, N. Y., and Albert 
Schrum, Trenton, N. J. Donald Landis 
is chairman of the Institute of Chris- 
tian Living at Muhlenberg. 


Offerings fall short 


On the receipts side of the 1953 
LLA budget, delegates to the Iowa 
City convention hopefully approved a 
$10,000 item to come from Youth 
Sunday offerings. 

On Dec. 18, 1953, facts seemed to 
indicate that the delegates had been 
unrealistic and that the LLA program 


Argentine convention. Represented on front row are Japan, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, 
Canada; on back row Yugoslavia, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Argentina. 


would have to be cut back accord- 
ingly. Only $7,834.13 had been re- 
‘ceived from Youth Sunday offerings 
collected across the U.S. and Canada. 


( Despite inflation the amount sent 
-to LLA headquarters in 1953 had 
dropped $742.53 under that forward- 
ed in the comparable period of 1952. 


“Luther” Visits Mississippi 


To promote interest in the Youth 
Sunday service at Trinity Church, 
Jackson, Miss., “Martin Luther’ 
mingled in the congregation on Sun- 
day mornings in September. ““Luther”’ 
“was Leaguer Charles Petty dressed as 
the Reformer. 


Every congregational league in Mis- 
_ sissippi observed Youth Sunday. 


At Ebenezer Church, Indianapolis, 
Ind., 42 attended the Luther League’s 
presentation of the one-act pageant 
“Luther Seal.” 

Approximately 200 attended the 

~ Youth Sunday service at Holy Trinity, 
Berwick, Pa. The senior unit conducted 
the opening devotional period. The 


intermediate unit presented the pag- 
eant “Armed with His Word.” 

St. Luke’s EL, Dublin, Pa., present- 
ed altar candles to the church on 
Youth Sunday in memory of a former 
leaguer who had been killed in service 
of his country. 


LL of Argentina organized 


At the same time that LLA was 
adopting a new constitution in Ox- 
ford, Ohio, Luther leaguers of Argen- 
tina were organizing the Federacion 
Argentina de Ligas Luteranas—At- 
gentine Federation of Luther Leagues. 

Until the Federacion was formed, 
Aug. 12, Luther Leagues in Argen- 
tina were loosely knit together in an 
organization known as the Comssion 
Coordinadora. 

Participating in the organization 
were young Lutheran immigrants born 
in Germany, Yugoslavia, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hungary, Lithuania, and Japan. 
Along with these were Argentines 
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whose parents were born in as many 
more different countries. 

Through the Federacion Argentine 
young people are licking a knotty 
problem that hinders progress in the 
six-year-old United Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church in Argentina, LUTHER 
Lire Correspondent N. Earl Townsend 
reports. Because older members of the 
church come from so many different 
countries around the world they “have 
already formulated their ideas about 
what the church should be like, what 
activities she should undertake, and 
many other concepts of church life.” 
And these concepts differ according 
to the national origin of the person. 


“Fitting all these into the mold with 
criollos (Argentine born persons),” 
Correspondent Townsend writes, “‘is 
the present-day challenge of the Ar- 
gentine church.” 


Carthage College 


“Home of the Redmen” 


Thinking of college? 
Then pick one of your 
own church — schools. 
And while you’re look- 
ing, be sure to see 
what Carthage offers. 
For information write: 
Director of Admissions 

Carthage College 

Carthage, Illinois 
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den ae eaten of the Cali- 
fornia LL, entered the armed services 


on Nov. 17. He has been succeeded 
by Ima Williamson, who was elected 
California vice president at the synod- 
ical convention over Labor Day. 


Pro Deo et Patria awards recently 
went to Boy Scouts R. Nelson Kessler, 
Jr., Charles M. Exley, Jr., and Frank 
Rhoden, Jr. for service in Good Shep- 
herd Church, Garden City, Ga. All are 
Luther leaguers. 


The “I Speak for Democracy” con- 
test recently held in the Vineland, 
N. J., high school was won by two 
leaguers. Ida Ziegler, president of New 
Jersey LL’s Atlantic District, placed 
first. Dale Keepfer, secretary of Re- 


deemer LL, Vineland, was second. 


Conscientious Objector 


DEAR Sir: 

I am writing about the article (‘I 
Am a Conscientious Objector’) by 
James E. Bristol in the November ts- 
sue. It is the finest article to date! 
Provocative, incisive, and timely, it 
provides a needed corrective . . . 


ALBERT E. MYERS 


Hamma Divinity School 


DEAR SIR: 


Thank you for your article on con- 
scientious objectors . . . 
GusTAV WEDEMEYER, JR. 


The Bronx, N.Y. 


These students at Wittenberg College prepare for careers in the field of science. 


How to Choose a Vocation 


Although Americans make their livings in 23,000 different 


ways, a majority of them would change jobs if they could 


By John P. Stump 


N a recent survey factory workers 
were asked, “If you could go back 
to the age of 15 and start life over 
again, would you choose a different 


trade or occupation?” Fifty-seven per 
cent answered that they would change. 
Only 31 per cent were satisfied with 
their present occupation. Twenty-two 
per cent were unc ertain. 

These results indicate that over half 
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these men had become involved in the 
unhappy task of making a living, in- 
stead of a l/fe. They had not learned 
early enough that making a life is tied 
up with learning how to “avoid” 
work. 

Work has been defined as some- 
thing you do not enjoy doing—be- 
cause it bores you, or you lack the 
knack of doing it, or you have to be 
with people you don’t like. Whatever 
the reason, you don’t like it. And it 
is to be avoided. 

The way to achieve true happiness 
is to express yourself with all your 
skill and enthusiasm in a career that 
appeals to you more than any other. 
You feel then a sense of purpose, a 
sense of achievement. It is not work. 


When Thomas Edison was asked 
how he could devote 16 hours a day 
to his inventions, he pointed out that 
everyone spends his 16 waking hours 
doing something. He liked working 
on his inventions more than anything 
else. It wasn’t “work” for Edison. 

Irving Pichel, director of the Martin 
Luther film, pointed out to me recently 
that the writings of Luther were so 
voluminous in quantity that merely to 
reproduce them in longhand would 
require the lifetime of a penman. 
Writing was not “work” to Luther. 


Making a life 
Luther leaguers are currently re- 
discovering what “vocation”? meant to 
Luther and to the early Christians. 


i 


Doris Bull wraps materials to be mailed from the Luther League of America office 
She could make much more money working elsewhere, but she knows she is needed here 


18 


| 


\ 


Every man is called to serve God with 
his special abilities. ‘“Full-time’’ Chris- 
tian service does not refer just to pas- 
tors and deaconesses but to every 
Christian in the conscientious pursuit 
of a significant career. 


And this “avoiding work” men- 
tioned above is tied up with being 
called. You can be sure that God 
never calls a person to a task without 
equipping him to do it. 

God has made people in all sizes 
and with many different abilities. They 
differ not only in mental ability but 
in kinds of intelligence. When a misfit 
in a particular position is condemned 
for being incompetent, or just lazy, 
the criticism is often misplaced. Per- 
haps the job was chosen on an im- 
pulsive or opportunistic, instead of a 
rational and carefully thought out, 
basis. Family tradition, the glamor of 
a movie, presence of friends may have 
influenced him. 


What are clues to your God-given 
interests and abilities? The answer to 
this question may be found by answer- 
ing the following questions: Suppose 
you were financially independent, 
what would you do with your time? 
What are your hobbies, clubs, favorite 
subjects? What lines do your school, 
church, and community activities fol- 
low ? Do you enjoy your part-time job? 

Discovering whether you are pri- 
marily interested in people, things, or 
ideas should help you choose a life 
work. For example, salesmen, school 
teachers, clergymen, doctors, lawyers, 
and personnel workers deal mainly 
with people. Machinists, carpenters, 
and construction workers deal mainly 
with things. Writers and inventors 
deal mainly with ‘deas. Some jobs fit 


into two or perhaps all three of these 
categories, 

Every young person should attempt 
to discover on as scientific a basis as 
possible what kind of ability he has, 
and what specific occupations offer the 
best chances for use of his ability. 


Do not let lack of information about 
careers lead you to a wrong choice. 
Over 23,000 different ways in which 
Americans make a living are listed in 
the U.S. Government Dictionary of 
Occupational Titles. Find out what 
these are and choose the ones through 
which you can make a happy, signif- 
cant, Christian contribution to society. 


In search of a career 


The young person should investi- 
gate the extent to which society needs 
the kind of vocation in which he is 
interested. In 1950 only 7 per cent of 
all workers were in the professions. 
Yet in a study of youth in an entire 
state, nearly 37 per cent of those ques- 
tioned said they would take profes- 
sional training if they could get it. 
Such a lack of knowledge about needs 
is probably tempered by the fact that 
even in crowded and competitive fields 
there is always room for those with 
outstanding ability and training. 


By far the largest group of workers 
is composed of semi-skilled laborers 
who operate machines in factories. 
Clerical workers form a sizable group, 
as do white collar workers—proprie- 
tors, managers, officials, administra- 
tors. 

Occupational fields are affected by 
inventions that can create a new in- 
dustry rapidly. Television and. the 
deep-freeze illustrate this. Changes in 
freight rates or development of a sub- 
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stitute product can destroy one job 
and create others. 

The ebb and flow of prosperity can 
influence the luxury type of product 
over even a six-month period. War or 
the threat of war can create a labor 
shortage overnight. 

Such rapid changes in industry call 
for a high degree of job versatility. 
Having wide interests has been found 
to be especially helpful when employ- 
ment declines. 

On the other hand, some people 
allow themselves to be handicapped 
by their versatility. By trying to em- 
brace many objectives simultaneously, 
they fail to progress toward any goal. 
Many vocational counselors feel that 
a gifted young person should choose 
in his early twenties to focus his efforts 
on one or two of the many goals 
possible to him. 


Time, money, parents 


Many youth who should be studying 
and training for their life work point 
instead to one of the following fac- 
tors as reasons why they cannot: Too 
busy. No cash. Or parents don’t want 
it. 

We must be certain that these are 
not mere excuses. The lazy or ineffici- 
ent use of time, the worship of money, 
or the futile pursuit of approval must 
not take the initiative for us. 

Persons often say that lack of money 
stands between them and an adequate 
education. Actually most youth earn 


Author John P. Stump is pastor of 
The Lutheran Church in the Foot- 


hills, La Canada, Cal. 
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part of their college money while at 
school. Scholarships are available each 
year. The registrar of the college can 
give information about them. 

Many obstacles can be overcome 
when you finally choose your career 
and determine the next steps ahead, 
one by one. But first, let’s get an over- 
all look at the career of your choice. 


Look before you leap 


1. What special mental abilities are 
required ? 

2. What are the educational or 
special training requirements ? 

3. How does one enter this occu- 
pation ? 

4. Are there any restrictions that 
would exclude me? : 

5. What is the nature of the job? 
The conditions ? 

6. What is the trend in employ- 
ment and demand for this job? 

7. Is it available where I live? 

8. What about income, promotion, 
security ? 

9. What about the career aspect? 
Sense of personal satisfaction ? Oppor- 
tunity to serve God and fellowman ? 


The money matter 


As important as money has become 
as a medium of exc!..nge, it is not a 
primary source of security. Security in 
our economy comes from the ability to 
produce something of value for your 
fellowmen. Your guarantee of hap- 
piness is your joy in producing it. 

Often a young man has bemoaned 
the lack of capital to begin a business 
of his own. The truth, of course, is 
that if he had the money to invest in 
some business now, he would prob- 
ably lose it. He is fortunate in not 


naving the money in that he will be 
forced to get a job with someone else 
aantil he learns enough about the busi- 
ness to be of real service. He can save 
money and fhen go in himself. 


Finally 


Since our wisest decisions are made 
against as broad a background as we 
ican have: 

1. Examine yourself, your interests 
-and talents. 

2. Familiarize yourself with as 
many vocations as possible. Read to 
learn what they require of successful 
workers. Look at related fields. 

3. Discuss the matter with those 
who know you. 

4, Try your hand at it during the 
‘summer if you are still in school. 

_ 5. Don’t be afraid to change your 
‘mind if you become convinced that is 
‘necessary. 


The choice of a career is largely an in- 
‘dividual responsibility. Most youth, how- 
sever, welcome an opportunity to discuss 
‘the aspects of selection of a career and 
‘its bearing upon their total Christian life. 
“The material above will serve as a discus- 
- sion starter. 

The pastor and several outstanding Chris- 
‘tian laymen from the congregation might 
‘be invited to share in the discussion. 

Worship outline 
HyMn: CYH 238 


_ LEADER: 


“Living for Jesus” 


To every man there openeth 

A way, and ways, and a way, 

And the high soul climbs the high way, 
And the low soul gropes the low, 

And in between in the misty flats, 

The rest drift to and fro. 

But to every man there openeth 


A high way and a low, 

And every man decideth 

The way his soul shall go. 

—JOHN OXENHAM. 

PSALM 46 
GLorRIA PATRI 
SCRIPTURE: Matt. 6: 19-24 
PRAYER 62 in Christian Youth Hymnal 


HyMN: “Those Who Love and Those Who 
Labor” CYH 302 
Questions 


Try to answer some of the following 
questions in relation to each field to which 
you have given serious consideration: 

1. Have you had an interest in the field 
long enough to be sure that it is not just 
a passing fancy? 

2. Have you the 
strength, intellectual 
emotional maturity ? 

3. Can you afford the time and expense ~ 
required for adequate preparation? 

4, Is it a job in which you can continue 
to grow spiritually, intellectually, and so- 
cially? 

5. Will you be able to live where you 
want to live, and meet and associate with 
the kind of people you enjoy? 

6. Will the scale of financial return 
over the period of years be adequate? 

7. Will you have the opportunity to 
enjoy a happy marriage? 

8. Will the job satisfy your personal in- 
clination to work with people, if that is 
your bent; or with things, if things capture 
your interest; or with ideas? 

9. Will the work allow you some time 
in which you may find recreation or pursuit 
of hobby or community activities? 

10. Are you remembering that each job 
has its own assortment of dull routine 
tasks, and are you willing to do the ones 
involved in this field? 

4. Is this your own decision arrived 
at independently without pressure from 
others? 

12. Have you prayed about this and 
sought to consider God’s will for your 
life? 


required physical 
capacity, talent or 


eas 


Emotions are funny. They can make you do stupid things anc 


then kid you into believing that you were completely logical 


Often you are the only person who doesn’t see how obviously 


Your Emotions Are Showing 


Midland College Student Bob Beckstrom, 
plus a telephone, produced the expres- 
sions of emotion here and on page 23. 
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By Miriam Fabian 


Dont try to squelch your emo 
tions. Let them fly out into the opet 
where you can look at them. Onl 
after you know them for what the 
are can you control them in a health 
manner. 


Probably you are already aware o 
anger, fear, and love in your person 
ality. These get out of control oftet 
enough that there is no point in deny 
ing them. 

But jealousy, patriotism, zeal, con 
tempt may have fooled you. These ar 
complex combinations of the mor 
basic emotions that you may not hav 
recognized as being emotions at all 
When you don’t even admit that the: 
are there, how can you expect to us 
them for constructive purposes ? 

The young hot rod who screeche 
around the corner and honks his sill 
musical horn certainly does not pic 
ture himself as being emotional. Bu 
almost invariably he is the boy wh« 


feels insecure, wants attention, and 
doesn’t know how to get it in an ac- 
ceptable way. He feels that by showing 
off before others he will attract ad- 
mirers. He is not aware that he 1s 
being driven by emotions that are ob- 
vious to almost everyone but himself. 


A young mother who loses her first 
child and is inconsolable with grief 
would be outraged if told that she 
were acting similar to that hot rod. 
She feels perfectly justified in clinging 
to her grief, refusing to be comforted, 
and believing that she can never be 
happy again. But, like the hot rod, 
she is misusing her emotions. 

Notice that in the first paragraph 
I advised flying off the handle for a 
purpose. With your emotions out in 
the open you can examine them and 
begin to control them intelligently. 1 
waste no sympathy on the person who 
admits, “I just blow my top when 
something goes wrong. Can’t help it 
though. That’s just the way I am.” 

Living near me is an attractive 
mother of three small children who 
is terrified of lightning and thunder. 
She huddles her small fry about her 
in the living room at the first small 
signs of a storm. The poor girl never 
forces herself to accept her reaction 
as childish. Besides harming herself 
she is making frightened neurotics of 
her children. 

Cannot change. Cannot change, 
Cannot change. Over and over again 
I hear that chant from countless lips 
like an old broken victrola record. 

But you are not forced into sub- 
mitting to your emotions. You can 
tell if they are off balance. You can 
get them on the beam again if you 
are willing to measure yourself by the 
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blueprint of your Creator. 

Outside my library window car- 
penters, masons, and construction 
gang are busily adding wings to our 
overcrowded high school building. 
Every once in a while the foreman 
unrolls a large blueprint and carefully 
studies it to see that the building is 
going up according to specifications. 

Few of us like to admit that when 
we get our lives fouled up we must 
return to the One who made the blue- 
print. Yet Christ himself said, “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in me, and I in him, he it 
is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.” 

It’s as simple as that. Stick close to 
him and let him control you. 


Five-cent situation 

Perhaps you get upset easily. Or 
maybe you are bothered with extreme 
self-consciousness. How do you over- 
come them ? 

Dr. Mayo of the Mayo Clinic at 
Rochester, Minn., has outlined a plan 
he finds successful when he finds 
himself ready to get emotionally up- 
set. He stops and asks himself, “Shall 
I spend emotional energy on this 
proposition ? I have just so much emo- 
tional energy to spend today. How 
much shall I spend on getting irritated 
at this individual, or in getting upset 
about this thing?” 

Does your five-cent situation de- 
serve having $1,000 worth of emotion 
spent on it? 

Or take the person who is self- 
conscious. He can’t get up and make 
a speech, or meet people, or face a 
hard situation in life. 


He may take several ways out. He 
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may commit suicide, as 20 thousand 
people did last year. (Seventy-five per 
cent were men. Supposed to be the 
stronger sex!) Or he may have a 
nervous breakdown. That would be a 
justifiable excuse to his friends for re- 
fusing to meet a hard decision. 

Ogden Nash says that one mother 
described “her little boy’s stomach 
ache as an unprepared geography les- 
son.” Do you get a headache or an 
upset stomach when it’s time to do 
something you don’t want to do? 

Maybe you’re just afraid you'll fail. 
Charles Kettering, the renowned in- 
dustrialist said that one of the biggest 
difficulties with young people is that 
they have never learned to fail. If you 
aren't afraid to fail you will jump up 
and try and try and try again until 
you do succeed. 

Being very shy or timid may actually 
be the grossest kind of selfishness. If 
we think of ourselves all of the time 
we do not have time to think of oth- 
ers, nor do we honor the talents within 
us that God gave us. 


Noah, in the play Green Pastures, 
said to the Lord, “I ain’ very much, 
but I’s all I got.” That’s all any of 
us have. 

Maybe we have strong sex impulses, 
anger easily, worry a great deal. These 
are not evil in themselves. They are 
useful if used rightly. “True Christian 
living,” someone has written, “is not 
asking you to deny your human nature, 
nor to indulge it, but to express it 
accountably in the interests of the 
ideals of Jesus—a call for a guided 
and controlled human nature.’ 

Did you ever stop to think that 
man is the only creature in the world 
who is free to make a choice? “God 


Se 


your 


alone would dare to control life,” 
Hazen Werner declares, “by making 


_ it independent and free.” 


Choice is free, but the results of 
choice are absolutely automatic and in- 
voluntary. This is a facet of the prob- 


lem of emotional freedom that many 
young people do not understand. 


This morning I picked up the Day- 


ton Journal Herald and read Chesta 


Fullmer’s column expressing heartache 
over the many girls who wind up at 
her desk to ask pitifully, “What do 
I do now? I thought I was free to do 


_ as I pleased. Now I suddenly realize 
_ that as a result of my actions in letting 


my emotions get away with me I have 
another life to account for.” 


Herbert H. Farmer said it this way, 


Men cannot go against the grain of 
the universe and not get splinters. You 


cannot wallow in the swamps and end 


up with the exhilarations of the moun- 


taintop.” 
Nature’s warning 


When your heart begins to pound, 
throat gets dry, your knees 
tremble, and hands sweat—that’s’ na- 


ture flashing a warning signal that 
_ your emotions are mounting. The pres- 
sure builds up inside you like the 


steam of an engine. It’s got to escape. 
How it will escape is up to you. 
Perhaps taking a walk will reduce 
the pressure. Or painting a picture. 
(That’s President Eisenhour’s favorite 
way of expressing pent-up emotions.) 


Beside being the wife of a Lu- 
theran clergyman in Ohio and the 


mother of teen-age children, Mrs. 
Arthur H. Fabian is a librarian. 


Replace hateful thoughts with opti- 
mistic ones. Ever count how many 
times the Bible says, ‘Rejoice!’ Think 
confidently. Act confidently. Be con- 
vinced that all will turn out for good, 
and it most probably will. 


Tackle just one emotion at a time 
and learn how to handle it. If you 
get angry easily ,try to go out immedi- 
ately when you feel your temper rising 
and help someone less fortunate than 
you. 


It is not enough to say, “I won't 
get angry again,” or, “I will stop 
thinking evil.” Impression without ex- 
pression leads to depression. That was 
what Jesus meant when he talked about 
cleaning the devils out of your heart. 
If you don’t immediately replace the 
devil you have chased away with posi- 
tive, happy, radiant thoughts and ac- 
tions, seven devils worse than the first 
will come and live with you. 


A desk clerk in an overcrowded 
hotel was congratulated for never los- 
ing his poise throughout all the hectic 
confusion of a big convention. When 
asked how he managed to keep such 
superb emotional control he explained 
that when he took this job he knew 
he would have to work out a plan to 
keep calm. 

“Every morning and every night,” 
he said, ‘“‘after I have said my prayers, 
I get into a relaxed position. And I 
conceive of the healing hand of Jesus 
Christ as starting at my head and in 
turn resting on every one of my 
muscles. I understand that much irri- 
tation results from muscular tension. 
So Jesus passes his hand over my body, 
touching my muscles, easing them. 

‘“My second step is very important,” 
he continued. “I conceive of Jesus’ 
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taking out of my mind all irritation, 
all ill will, all disturbance; and filling 
my mind with peace. 

“Thirdly, in my prayers I always ask 
the Lord to give me automatic control, 
because irritation sneaks up and bursts 
through when you are least expecting 
it. But if like a thermostat on a heat- 
ing system you set your emotions at 
a certain place and maintain automatic 
control, then you can be sure of your- 
self.” 

That sounds like the soundest ad- 
vice I've heard. Let your emotions 
show that they are under the control 
of the most Controlled Person who 
ever lived. 


Before the meeting have a leaguer clip 
pictures from magazines showing some of 
the common basic emotions such as fear, 
anger, love, hate, grief, worry, surprise, 


etc. Cut these and mount on cardboard 
and place along the front of the room 
where the group can easily see them. (If 
you have an artist in your league he might 
sketch faces showing these emotions.) 

Have available on a side table some of 
the following books or magazines so that 
those who wish may sign out this ma- 
terial to take home. If the discussion 1s 
well organized this evening’s program 
should be merely a springboard from which 
members will want to dive into more per- 
sonal reading and self-analysis. 


A few suggested books: 
Ride the Wild Horses—J. Wallace Hamil- 
ton (Brethren Pub.) 
Live With Your Emotions—Hazen Werner 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury ) 
You Can Relax—Dr. 
Peale (Prentice Hall) 
Why We Act as We Do—Philip Eisen- 
berg (Alfred Knopf) 
Magazine articles and pamphlets: 
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Norman Vincent 


“Don't Just Worry, 
Parents—July °51 
“Understanding Our Fears’’—B. Overstreet. 
NEA—Feb. ’52 

‘Getting Rid of Your Unhappy Thoughts” 
and “Healthy Thinking and Healthy 
Feeling’ —Dr, N. V. Peale (order from 
Sermon Publications, Distribution Office, 
Pawling, N. Y.) 

Guideposts—Guideposts Associates, Inc., 
Pawling, N. Y. (1 suggest this little 
magazine as a must to add to all youth 
church libraries. Subscription $2 yr.) 


Do Something !""— 


Service Projects 


Encourage each leaguer to keep a chart 
at home listing some of his most personal 
emotional problems such as: 

I get angry too easily. 

I’m afraid most of the time . . . of 
failing . . . that my clothes aren’t right. 

I worry all the time. 

I can’t concentrate, 

Then beside the list ask him to write 
down honestly what he thinks caused it: 
Was he tired? Was it a place or person 
or situation which brought it on? 

On the last space in his chart list reme- 
dies that could help him overcome these 
and indicate which remedies worked. 

At same future meeting you might take 
a few minutes exchanging experiences. 


Worship Outline 

Hymn: “Thou Lord of Life, Our Saving 
Strength” (Christian Youth Hymnal 233) 

Scripture: John 15:1-11 

Presentation of the topic by a panel of 
five leaguers. 

Hymn: “Lord, What a Change Within 
Ws sean (GYd1-9.0)) 

(If there is time you might have dif- 
ferent members read the following Bible 
passages and discuss what was the chief 
emotion motivated in each incident: Gene- 
sis 4; Gen. 37; I Sam. 4:7; Matt. 14:27; 
Judges 16:4; I Tim. 4:10; John 12:43. 
Have them point out how different degrees 
of these same emotions might have changed 
the situation, 


Give Youth a Chance! 


eee 


Dr. Dwight F. Putman, president of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod, recently addressed the words below to the entire membership 


One can’t have too much sym- 
pathy with a church council’s 
concern about young people's 
lack of interest in the church if 
that council doesn’t make place 
in its membership for a few in- 
dividuals whom the young 
people can feel are at least fairly 
close to their generation in age 
and experience. 

Some church councils never 
seem to change, at least within 
the life-span of the average per- 
son. In some instances there is 
no system of rotation. No one 
ever “goes off” the council and, 
of course, no one ever “comes 
on” except when death creates 
a vacancy. In such cases one can 
never be altogether certain 
whether the Lord’s chief concern 
was to call the individual Home 
or only to get him off the church 
council. ; 

That church which is con- 
cerned about its youth is a smart 
church, but it is smarter still if 
it sees to it that some who are 
less than gray beards are mem- 
bers of its church council. Such 
persons need not necessarily be 
teen-agers, though perhaps the 
congregation would not go on 
the rocks if one or several of 


of the synod through its publication The Central Observer. 


those were included. 

Youth will not take their place 
in the church until adults help 
make a place for them in the 
life of the congregation where 
they can share in its responst- 
bilities. Modern youth is capa- 
ble, and not only can assume re- 
sponsibilities, but thrills in do- 
ing so. In fact, youth will not 
stay with a situation long if not 
given a place to serve. 

We have created a society that 
gives youth experience that 40- 
year-olds formerly didn’t have. 
We have provided schools to 
develop the capabilities of our 
youth and to train them to live 
purposefully and effectively in 
this modern age. And yet we are 
often blind to the place and pos- 
sibilities of young people in our 
congregations. Or are some of us 
adults too selfish or jealous of 
the little prestige or power which 
our positions in the church give 
us ? 

Let it be said that that congre- 
gation whose constitution or 
practice says that only members 
21 years of age and over may 
vote, cannot be very serious 
about giving its youth a place in 
the church. 


If You Want to Get Married, 
GROW UP 


Five out of every 10 women still believe the prince charming 


story about marriage. Their one concern is what they will 


get out of the partnership. A mature life-mate confronts the 


question, “What can I give to the home being established?” 


By Loice Gouker 


N Associated Press release on the 

front page of a Philadelphia 
newspaper recently announced that 
“Joyce and Janice Smith, pretty 14- 
year-old identical twins, have swapped 
bobby socks for housewives’ aprons. 
They were married in a double cere- 
mony Friday . . . while their mother 
thought they were on a sorority slum- 
ber party.” The grooms, Frank and 
Freddie, were 16 and 17. 

After their marriage the twins and 
Freddie withdrew from junior high 
and Frank from high school. 

The one sentence in the whole re- 
lease that troubled me most was a 
statement by the bride’s mother, ‘“The 
boys are trying to get jobs and my 
girls will get jobs, too.” Could it 
have been this casual “O.K., girls” 
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attitude on the part of the mother 
that had allowed the daughters to dare 
to think about taking the marriage 
vows years before their time? 

I also wondered how long it would 
be before the girls yearned for another 
swap—from aprons back to bobby 
socks. And how the boys expected to 
get jobs that would pay enough to sup- 
port families. And if someday another 
item would appear under the column 
headed “Divorces Obtained.” 


Marriage maturity 
I am pessimistic about these mar- 
riages. Chances are heavily stacked 
against their success. All of these 
young people appear to be immature, 
both personally and socially. 
Maturation is something more than 
a harsh-sounding word that rhymes 
with saturation. It is a long, slow 


Just because you can hardly tear yourselves away from each other is no indication 
that you are ready to make the unselfish sacrifices necessary in a happy marriage. 


process.. We human beings begin as 
helpless babies, self-centered, unable 
to plan or think clearly. Only after 
many years and much guidance do we 
become independent, self-confident, 
self-respected, and secure individuals. 

Social maturity is more than just 
being able to get along with others. 
It involves the kind of conduct that 
brings satisfaction to others as well as 
to ourselves. 

Now I ask you: Can the teen-aged 
couples above bring to their marriages 
useful, creative lives? Do they have 


Loice Gouker is wife of the Rey. 
J. Wilbur Gouker, head of the 
department of 


ecclesiastical arts 
the United Lutheran Publication 
House, Philadelphia. 


the capacity to give as well as receive 
love? Do they understand the enjoy- 
ment of self-reliance, effort, and ac- 
complishment? These are the essence 
of maturity that undergird a success- 
ful marriage. 

How few people understand this 
necessity to give as well as get was 
pointed up several years ago by an 
attorney who wrote a book based on 
the troubled confessions of husbands 
and wives. He reported that if you ask 
a hundred girls, “What do you expect 
from marriage?” you will get a most 
discouraging bunch of answers. Fifty 
of them will be inclined to believe in 
the prince-charming approach—en- 
gagement, wedding, and then live 
happily ever after idea. The other 50 
will be thinking in terms of “home 
and children.” The one desire of all is 
to have a husband. 
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Such a survey reveals that most 
women are thinking of what they can 
expect from a husband instead of 
what makes a successful marriage. Ob- 
viously they anticipate receiving more 
than they give. 

Both man and woman must learn 
the organization and functions of 


Ki We KEK KA 


@ It takes fool drivers about eight and 
one half months to kill as many Americans 
as were killed in the Korean war. 


—Cincinnati Enquirer. 
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group life. Marriage is not a mere 
community of bed and board. It is a 
community of life interests. Essential 
to fostering this community are the 
establishment, cultivation, and growth 
of common interests between husband 
and wife. And understanding of this 
should come before the wedding. 


Test yourself 

Here are some ear-marks of a so- 
cially mature person against which 
you may measure yourself and the 
person whom you are dating. 

1. An outgoing personality, This 
person is concerned about others. He 
is aware of local and international 
issues and goes into action when 
necessary. For instance, he votes reg- 
ularly. He assumes responsibilities to 
his friends, community, state, country, 
and world. 

2. A wholesome attitude toward 
himself and others. This person is 
mannerly, can take criticism, has a 
sense of humor, respects others, and 
is free from prejudice. 
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3. Self-reliance. He is his own boss 
and can take care of himself. He does 
not, however, carry his independence 
too far. He is willing to accept help 
when it is needed. 


4. The ability to satisfy one’s own 
needs in desirable ways. How gratify- 
ing it is to meet a person who can say, 
“No,” when his schedule is full. He 
finds approval for his achievements by 
doing his work well, participating in 
community affairs, and considering 
others. 


Recently a friend told me of a 
young couple who had just agreed to 
separate. “She lies in bed all day and 
leaves the work for him to do,” he 
said. ‘She calls him on the telephone 
when he is out and asks him to come 
home to do things that she could 
easily do herself.” 


I did not learn the young wife's 
chronological age, but it was obvious 
that she was still a child personally 
and socially. It is a pity that she and 
her husband had not sought the coun- 
sel of a pastor long before the strain 
reached the breaking point. The 
church is slowly awakening to its re- 
sponsibility for happy and lasting 
marriages as well as beautiful wed- 
dings. 

Last spring Dr. Anne Gary Pan- 
nell, the president of Sweet Briar Col- 
lege in Virginia, stated that she 
thought the college should turn out 
girls “who will accept responsibility 
to fulfill their debt to society.” She 
deplored the trend among present-day 
young people to marry too young, 
since the basis for a good marriage is 
maturity, unselfishness, and responsi- 
bility. 

True, all of us cannot rush off to, 


acquire a liberal arts education to help 


_ build a strong, sturdy home. But we 


can work independently toward ma- 


- turity, unselfishness, and responsibility, 


the three elements that Dr. Pannell 
recognized as essentials. 
If you want to get married, grow 


up! 


Perhaps your organization can spark 
your church to organize a program of edu- 
cation for marriage. Here are some things 
you can do: 


1. Sponsor a meeting honoring all the 
couples in the congregation who have ob- 
served their golden wedding anniversary. 
If need be, lower the number of years until 
you have at least six couples. Let each 
speak informally and give their “recipe’’ 
for a long and happy union. It is an in- 
spiration to young couples to hear and 
meet those whose marriages have been so 
successful. ; 

A variation would be to have a ‘“‘wed- 
ding-bells”” reunion of all the couples mar- 
ried by your pastor. Of course, he should 
be the speaker. 

2. Study, with the help of your choir 
director, the hymns under the topical head- 
ing of “The Family” in the Common Serv- 
ice Book. ‘“O Perfect Love,’ No. 415, is 


the one commonly played or sung at a 
wedding. 

3. Invite your pastor, local doctors, or 
other specialists in human relations to pre- 
sent a series of lectures or a panel dis- 
cussion on such subjects as “Building a 
Better Marriage,’ “How to Choose a 
Mate,” and the like. 


4. Prepare a book shelf for your young 
people. The Life Adjustment Booklets pro- 
vide a wealth of good information on 
themes like Boy Meets Girl, About My- 
self, and Getting Along With Others. 
These are main divisions. There are indi- 
vidual booklets under these headings. 

Better Ways of Growing Up, Crawford 
and Woodward, is a fine source of am- 
munition for a whole series of meetings. 
The self-quizzes, check-lists, and self-im- 
provement charts are entertaining and in- 
structional. 

Also recommended for young people are: 
How To Pick A Mate, Clifford R. Adams 
It's How You Take It, G. Colket Caner 
Personal Problems of Everyday Life, Travis 
and Baruch. 

5. Distribute copies of a simple cere- 
mony and designate an evening for the 
simultaneous dedication of the families of 
the parish to Christian living. It helps to 
create an atmosphere that is conducive to 
everything fine in home life. It would be 
particularly effective during Christian 
Family Week in May. 


@ In 1949, a total of 29.7 per cent of our national budget was spent for 
military services. In 1954, the percentage will be increased to 59 per cent, 
or $46.3 billion. Of this amount, $17.4 billion will be spent on the procure- 


ment of military equipment . 


. . The $46.3 billion is more than 35 times 


as much as the total contributions of all denominations to all causes in the 
U. S. in 1952, and 184 times as much as these denominations gave to all 


missions and benevolences. 


—Survey Bulletin. 


e@ “If God would concede me his omnipotence for 24 hours, you would see 
how many changes I would make in the world,” said the great orator 
Monsabre one day. Then he added, “But, if he gave me his wisdom, too, 1 


would leave things as they are.” 


—Sintesi. 
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I Have a Problem 


How to keep the boys interested—how to control 


your temper—how to gain self-confidence. Three 


leaguers give tips on these and other problems. 


I don’t know how to refuse 
a date. 


DorotTHy MEYERs: Be busy, and if 
he doesn’t take the hint after a few 
busy signals tell him politely you’d 
rather not date him. 

Always have a sound reason for re- 
fusing a date, such as bad habits or 


Dorothy Meyers, prexy of the Maryland 
league, is a bank teller in Hagerstown. 
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character. Never refuse a date because 
of physical features or because he 
doesn’t have access to a jalopy. 


NeiL LUEBKE: This is the easiest of 
the questions. Say, “No.” I believe 
a simple “no” is enough—/f it 7s 
courteous and friendly. The person 
may be hurt slightly by this refusal, 
but consider his feelings. He would 
be hurt a great deal more if you dated 
him and let him realize you had not 
wanted the date. 

A courteous, friendly, and sincere 
refusal will gain you much more tfe- 
spect than a hypocritical acceptance. 
Above all, be friendly and considerate, 
and don’t consider yourself better and 
above the other person. 

BoB OLTMANNS: The type of an- 
swer in refusal can be determined by 
these test questions: Do I want to go 
with this person at another time? Will 
my excuse be a truthful one? Will 
the person gracefully accept a simple 
negative reply or is he a persistent in- 
dividual who refuses to take a soft, 
“[’m sotry, but I already have the 
evening planned,” for an answer ? 

When the first test question applies | 


| 


‘Bob Oltmans, an industrial engineer, is 
‘LUTHER LIFE correspondent in Kansas. 


‘to the case than the reply should lead 
‘to another date at a later time. “I 
‘would like very much to go with you 
Ibut I am already busy for that eve- 
ning. Would some other time be all 
‘right with you?” 


Truthfulness and sincerity are two 
synonymous characteristics in a mature 
‘social make-up. Sincerity is one of the 
most important traits in leading others 
‘to place faith and confidence in you. 
‘Therefore, the reasons given for re- 
fusing a date should be truthful with- 
out becoming too personal or too 
blunt. 


_ The persistant individual is perhaps 
the one likely to try one’s patience, 
temper, and tact to the utmost. To deal 
with this type without becoming in- 
volved in a ridiculous argument re- 
quires definite forethought. He is no 
gentleman, but a girl need not lower 
herself from her stature as a lady in 
reckoning with such a person. ‘‘Please 
understand that I cannot, under any 
circumstances, go with you!” might 


Neil Luebke, Fremont, Nebr., is LLA’s 
Christian vocation division chairman. 


be as extreme a reply as one should 
be required to give. 


How can I keep boys inter- 
ested in me? 


DorotHy: Have a lot of general 
interests. And find out what the boys 
are interested in. Be able to discuss 
intelligently their interests, such as 
school, job, sports, hobbies, etc. 


Be a good listener. 


Be your natural self. Good groom- 
ing and cheerfulness pays off long be- 
fore glamor and sophistication. 


Consider the boy’s pocketbook when 
suggesting things to do on a date. 


When you've had a date and a good 
time, tell your date you enjoyed it 
very much. How is he going to know 
whether you enjoyed his company 
enough to ask for another date if you 
don’t tell him you had fun? 


NeIL: By being yourself. Boys are 
not interested in a superficial person- 
ality. When they date a girl they want 


33 


to know her—not how well she can 
act! The place for acting is on a 
theater stage, not the audience. 


Your personality may stand im- 
provement on the friendliness and 
consideration side. However, do not 
change to the point of becoming a 
flirt—that is one of the easiest ways 
to lose your respect and make yourself 
cheap. 


All this may be summed up by say- 
ing, be your “Christian self” with all 
the high ideals and love of your neigh- 
bor which you profess. The fellows 
who are interested in high-minded, 
Christian girls are usually high- 
minded and Christian themselves. 


Bos: Someone has said, “People are 
most interested in other people who 
are interested in the same things they 
are.” If one cultivates a narrow field 
of interests, he will also have a narrow 
field of friends of his own sex as well 
as. of the opposite sex. 


Boys often complain that so many 
gitls can talk only of clothes and 
parties and aren’t in the slightest 
measure interested in current events, 
sports, politics, or vocation. After 
three or four dates with a girl of such 
nature, a boy will exhaust the shallow 
extent of common interests and will 
tire of her. 

A girl should not, on the other 
hand, try to demonstrate her superior- 
ity in a boy’s field of interests too 
openly or she will run the risk of 
injuring his ego. Since men are by 
nature egotistical and proud of their 
accomplishments, this is a factor that 
should not be overlooked. 

Sometimes a boy will complain that 
a gitl will behave in such a manner 
that she leaves the impression that she 
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accepted a date because she didn’t have 
anything else to do at that time. Noth- 
ing can destroy a boy’s interest in a 
girl as quickly as this display of casual- 
ness or indifference. 


If a girl possesses common sense, 
alertness, a sense of humor, an even 
temper and finds genuine enjoyment 
in companionship with boys, she will 
have no difficulty in keeping them in- 
terested in her. 


I have trouble keeping my 
temper. 


DorotHy: Learn self control. 
Count to 10—a couple of times, if 
necessaty. Try to understand the other 
person’s point of view. 

NeIL: So do I. Excluding righteous 
indignation, not keeping your temper 
means to be ferociously angry with 
someone or something. St. Paul classi- 
fies this as a “work of the flesh” in 
opposition to the “works of the 
Spirit.” He places anger in the same 
field as impurity and idolatry. He says 
the only way to rid yourself of these 
“works of the flesh” is to follow Christ 
and to live by the Spirit and to do the 
works of the Spirit. 

It seems we need a bit more love of 
God and his Word and a little less of 
the love of the “works of the flesh” 
before we can keep our temper. If we 
gain the love of our fellow man, we 
should have little trouble with a lost 
temper. Temper is a selfish thing. 

Bos: An ill-tempered nature in an 
individual can be traced to any one 
or a combination of several factors. 
Loss of sleep, ill health, a feeling of 
insecurity, or frustrations in life are 
only a few of many circumstances that, 
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ontribute to a cross and fiery dispo- 
ition. 
The age-old count-to-10 remedy 
nay help in some instances if the per- 
on is quick-witted enough to think of 
- when excited. An honest attempt at 
self-examination to determine the 
auses of irritability might reveal a 
ew simple adjustments that are 
eeded—such as getting at least seven 
1ours of sleep a night, or trying to 
ook at relations with other people in 
less self-centered and more sympa- 
hhetic and considerate attitude. Other 
‘auses, such as emotional instability or 
mmaturity, would probably require 
he help of a trained psychologist. 


How can I develop more self- 


confidence? 


DororHy: Practice, practice, prac- 
ice, and plenty of preparation. 
5 . 

Lose yourself in your work. Concen- 
trate on what you are doing and you 
will, consequently, forget about your- 
self. 

Volunteer to work on committees 
and gradually accept more responsibil- 
ity as you build up confidence in your- 
self. 

Nett: Before you can be sure of 
yourself you have to know yourself. 


Decide what you believe and why you . 


believe it. Be ‘confident’? that what 
you believe is right. A person is shy 
and reserved because he doesn’t know 
if he is on the right path. He isn’t 
“confident” that what he believes is 
right or even important. 


There is an easy way for Christian 
young people to have self-confidence. 
It is to have the foundation of their 
beliefs grounded in God and his 
Word. We can be “confident” that 
the Lord’s way is the right way. 

Bos: The lack of self-confidence is 
an inadequate feeling usually traced 
to such factors as inexperience, fear 
of ridicule by others, and unfair self- 
appraisal of one’s stature among others, 
shyness and self-consciousness. 

Due recognition of the following 
facts is often helpful in overcoming 
this problem: All people who have 
accomplished anything worthwhile 
have made mistakes. We are not al- 
ways equally rewarded for like deeds. 
Experience comes with maturity and 
repeated performance of similar activi- 
ties and should be recognized in that 
light by those who feel inadequate. 
Patience and calm are two virtues that 
will minimize inexperience. 

People who are loudest in their ridi- 
cule of others are usually the least in- 
formed of the facts. Often they are 
trying to hide their own insecurity 
behind the mask of a raucous attack. 

You can be your own worst critic 
and let the absence of recognition or 
praise for achievements lead you to be- 
lieve you are a blundering failure. Shy- 
ness and self-consciousness can often 
be pushed into the background if the 
individual will allow himself to be- 
come so enveloped and inspired with 
some project at hand that he becomes 
too busy to think of himself. 


@ I am always grieved to read of a couple’s parting with the announcement, 
“We've decided to be good friends.” It seems such a pity to end a marriage 


at the point where it most truly begins. 


—WMarjorie Holmes. 
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His Hobby Horse Is Churches 


By EURENA GRAVER BEERS 


Five years ago Bob Kistler whittled two bars of soap into a church 


sanctuary for a Sunday school project. Since then he has assembled 


20 miniature altars and has entered college to study fine art. 


Robert displays model futuristic cars 


shaped as a diversion. He also paints. 
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Photography by RubY BEDNAR 
G Bore for hobbyists today seems to 


be toward miniatures. Miniature 
cars, planes, trains, boats, houses, 
dolls. 


Robert Kistler of Tamaqua, Pa., also 
tides this “hobby horse’’ of construct- 
ing miniatures. But his main hobby is 
that of building model churches and 
cathedrals. 


In 1948 the Sunday school of Ta- 
maqua’s Zion Lutheran Church spon- 
sored a project of carving miniature 
altars, lecturns, fonts, and pulpits. 


Robert selected two large cakes of 
soap and successfully transformed 
them into a miniature sanctuary. The 
result whetted his imagination with 
the thought that he could do better. 
He tried and succeeded. The challenge 
of this educational hobby spurred him 
on and he became more elaborate and 
daring with each try. 

‘Int 91950) s 9 Roberty es recall sma) 
thought I was at the peak of my talent, 
but one day while walking through 
the nearby woods, I found a discarded 
window frame with a Romanesque 

} 


\ 


Robert regards this sanctuary as his masterpiece. The minute design on the reredos is 
made of cardboard and 65 toothpicks. An electric train transformer provides light. 


arch. I brought it home, sawed, nailed, 
drilled, and worked until I had my 
first complete sanctuary.” 

Still not quite satisfied with his 
work he made constant changes. When 
he became “tired of looking” at his 

handiwork he ripped it all apart and 

* started over. 

im Lhis increased his interest in 

churches and he wondered about the 
Catholic church buildings and teach- 


ings. He sent for instructions on how 
to become a Catholic. After reading 
them he decided to remain a Protes- 
tant. 

After a thorough study of Catholic 
and Protestant churches he began to 
realize that Episcopal and “high” Lu- 
theran sanctuaries have very similar 
designs. In many cases, he says, these 
are more beautiful than Catholic 
buildings. 


Sue! 


“T have always loved the beauty of a 
cathedral so I set about transforming 
the window frame sanctuary into a 
cathedral sanctuary, making it larger 
and more beautiful. That was two 
years ago.” 


Prior to leaving for Wyoming Sem- 
inary in 1952, this 18-year-old lad 
gathered a few materials with which 
to construct a larger, more beautiful, 
and more complete sanctuary. Since 
the whole structure, including nave, 
trancepts, and sanctuary, would occupy 
too much space and since the sanctu- 
ary is the focal point of worship in 
any church, Robert chose that part to 
build. Weekends from school and 
Christmas and Easter vacations found 
him zealously busy with what was to 
become his masterpiece. He completed 
it two weeks after the close of school. 


The materials used include balsa 
wood, dowel sticks, cardboard, tooth- 
picks, air gun pellets, plaster of paris, 
plastic, and hand carved wooden 
statues. 


Robes worn by the figures were 
fashioned out of paper tissues painted 
with white airplane dope. The shades 
for the sanctuary lamps had been 
toothbrush holders, painted with red 
airplane dope. They are back-lighted 
with small bulbs. A part of a linen 
handkerchief became the white linen 
altar cloth. To create a more realistic 
stone effect, he mixed grey glossy and 
flat paint for the walls. 


Nothing in the intricate, true-to- 
scale model, says this Luther leaguer, 
is contrary to the Lutheran faith. 
“Many of the furnishings are not used 
in most Lutheran. churches for the ig- 
norant or prejudiced reason that they 
are ‘too Catholic’. Few Protestants 
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know what they really represent.” 

The talent of the young enthusiast 
knows no limits. Already he is con- 
templating additions and improve- 
ments in his cathedral. He is seriously 
thinking of adding a choir. 

Robert’s mother fondly says, “We 
can’t escape going through a new town 
or city without Robert wheedling us 
to stop to see the interior of one of 
the churches.” 


“That,” replies Robert, “is how I 
get ideas. Then I incorporate them in 
my designs.’ To date Robert has built 
approximately 20 different miniature 
altars and churches. Some of these he 
has given as gifts. 


Robert, a resident of the hard coal 
mining district, has a physique like 
that of a football player. He laugh- 
ingly remarks, ‘I’m just a plump little 
Dutchman. But I do love to watch 
and cheer at a football game.” 


The former vice president of the 
Luther League in his church says that 
his church played a big influence in 
his hobby. It was renovated in 1948 
into the largest and most beautiful 
church in the area. “It has,” he ex- 
plains with sincere loyalty, “the ap- 
pearance of a small cathedral.” 


In listing his additional hobbies, 
Robert includes model railroading, 
building model cars of the future, 
painting modern art, baton twirling, 
and eating between meals. 


A graduate of Wyoming Seminary, 
he is now enrolled as a freshman at 
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pa., 
majoring in fine arts. He is still active 
in his home church, serving as assistant 
secretary of the Sunday school and as 
a member of the senior choir. 


Bible Study—I 


God Complains 


“J will spread dung upon your faces,’ God thunders 


through the mouth of Malachi. In a series of three 


topics, the reasons for God’s hot anger are presented. 


By Robert W. Stackel 


ee have loved you.” With these 
words God opens the last book 
n the Old Testament. They sound as 
though they were the beginning of 
a love letter. They are. The book of 
Malachi proclaims God’s love for man 
and then quickly states that God is 
cruelly disappointed in those whom 
the has loved. 
The title of this love letter is an- 
‘nounced in its first verse: “The oracle 
‘of the word of the Lord to Israel by 


Dr. Robert W. Stackel, pastor of 
First English Lutheran Church, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is author of The 


Awakened Heart, which presents 
ways of cultivating the devotional 
life of young people. 


Malachi.” This means: What God has 
to say to Israel through Malachi. 

But who was Malachi? The word 
meant “my messenger.” The author's 
name probably was not Malachi. He 
preferred to remain anonymous, call- 
ing himself simply God’s messenger. 
He lived almost five hundred years 
before Christ was born—somewhere 
around the time of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah. 


The book begins with complaints 
of God. Before he complains, how- 
ever, he asserts at the very beginning, 
“I have loved you.” Indeed, his un- 
answered love is his first cause of com- 
plaint. His people don’t appreciate his 
love. They don’t feel it or see it. They 
have come to think that God does not 
love them. They have protested, “How 
hast thou loved us?” They must have 
been grumbling among themselves 
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that God didn’t care about them. 
Very early in Malachi we discover 
that it is written as if it were a dis- 
cussion between God and his people. 
The dialogue alternates from one to 
the other. It is almost a debate. But 
God's arguments leave the people con- 
fused. His truth exposes their sins. 
God vigorously answers (1: 2-5) 
the people’s “How hast thou loved 
us ?’’ He compares this nation of Israel 
to Jacob. And he compares Israel’s 
enemies, the nation of Edom, to Esau. 


We see things not as they are, but 


as we are——H. M. Tomlinson. 


Jacob and Esau were sons of Isaac. 
Jacob received God’s favor while Esau 
suffered God's punishment because of 
his sins. 


It is pointed out that Israel has been 
prospering as a nation under God's 
favor while Edom, its enemy, has suf- 
fered bitter defeat. History recalls that 
Edom tried its worst to prevent Israel 
from rebuilding the walls of Jeru- 
salem, but a powerful Arab invasion 
laid Edom in the dust. What further 
evidence of God’s love is necessary ? 


Do we have similar evidence of 
God’s love in our national life today ? 
What enemies of ours has God put 
down? Was the World War II threat 
of Nazism our “Edom?” Is any other 
“Edom” being held at bay through 
God's grace with us? What evidences 
of God’s favor are around us? If the 
author of Malachi lived in our day, 
why would he point to the cross of 
Christ as the supreme evidence of 
God’s love for us? 
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This first complaint reminds God 
of another. The priests have been of- 
fering him inferior sacrifices. This 
complaint seems to catch the priests 
by surprise. 

“How have we despised thy name?” 
they ask (1: 6). 

“By offering polluted food upon my 
altar,’ God declares. 


“How have we polluted it?” the 
priests ask, trying in vain to defend 
themselves and stalling for time. 


God answers bluntly, “When you 
offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that 
no evil? And when you offer those 
that are lame or sick, is that no evil ?” 

From ancient times it had been a 
law that only a perfect animal could 
be brought in sacrifice to God. Noth- 
ing less was good enough for the Al- 
mighty. A crippled sheep or a blind 
heifer should not be pawned off on 
God in sacrifice just because it was 
no good elsewhere. God deserved the 
very best. 

At a florist’s shop a woman from the 
church was waiting to pick up the 
flowers for the altar. The florist was 
busy and could not find the right kind 
of vase. Finally he located one, but 
it had a nasty chip along the top 
edge. Turning the vase until the chip 
was at the back, the florist, obviously 
in a hurry, said to the woman, “I 
guess this will do. It’s just for the 
church, isn’t it?” 

That attitude is widespread. “‘It’s 
just for the church, isn’t it?” So we 
give God our second-best and our 
third-best. We pay all our other bills 
and then see how much we have left 
to give to the church. We attend to 
all our other activities and then see 
how much time we have left to give 


| the Lord’s work. God gets sick 
| -d tired of our crippled sheep and 
Jor blind heifers. 

“Present that to your governor; will 

be pleased with you?” God asks 
}iose priests. Would you present the 
esident of the United States or the 
ime Minister of Canada with a 
|cistwatch that had a broken crystal ? 


“Shut the doors,” God says in effect 


would be better not to have any 
}-rvices at all than to bring just third- 
jest sacrifices to the everlasting God. 
“T will not accept an offering from 
sur hand,” God protests. He calls 
‘sem cheats because they promise the 
jest and then give only the next-best. 
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Slashing language 
| The rebuke of God upon this prac- 


‘ce occupies a major section of the 
90k of Malachi (1:6-2:3). There are 


Ot many places in the Bible where 
od speaks in such slashing language. 
the printing almost requires asbestos 
vaper because the words are so hot. 
T will send the curse upon you,” the 
‘ord thunders, if they do not take this 
» heart. “I will . . . spread dung 
"pon your faces, the dung of your 
ifferings, and J will put you out of 
lay presence.” This is strong language! 
Who can stand up to the blistering 
vager of God upon sin? 

If a person appreciates the majesty 
»f God, he will make an acceptable 
‘ffering. Those who picture God as 
“eing little make a little offering. 

, But God through Malachi reveals 
is exalted glory. “From the rising of 
“ne sun to its setting my name is great 
mong the nations,” the passage al- 
hnost sings itself, ‘“and in every place 
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those priests. Lock up the church!” 


incense is offered to my name, and a 
pure offering.” Again we read, “For 
I am a great King, says the Lord of 
hosts, and my name is feared among 
the nations.” 

Have these cheating priests of Israel 
any cousins among us today? What 
about our too-hasty preparation for 
our part in the league devotional 
service? What about our 45 cents a 
week for the movies and 25 cents for 
God? What about our excuse that we 
are too busy with other things when 
our help is asked for the church? 
What about our willingness to attend 
church 7f our “crowd” hasn’t some- 
thing else planned for the day? God 
is weary of our lame sheep and sick 
heifers. His law reads that only our 
best is acceptable. 

This brings us to God’s third com- 
plaint in Malachi. The priests have 
fallen away from their spiritual ori- 
gins. They have sold out honor and 
truth to expediency and gain (2:4-9). 

Centuries before-hand God had set 
apart the tribe of Levi and his des- 
cendants to be the priests of Israel. 
God had promised them life and 
peace in their office. In return the 
priests stood in fear and awe of God. 
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The teaching of the truth by the 
priesthood had saved many from 
downfall. 


Malachi reported a far different 
story in his day. Because the priests 
no longer feared and revered God, 
they gave misleading teachings, and 
they colored justice with partiality. 
Two results followed. “You have 
caused many to stumble by your in- 
struction,’ God told them sternly. He 
also said, “So I make you despised 
and abased before all the people.” 

How have we held out against the 
pull of gravitation from our high 
spiritual origins? Our forefathers of 
the faith were the 12 apostles. Tradi- 
tion says that 11 of them sealed their 
faith with their blood. They won new 
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converts by the thousands. They turned 
the world upside down. Are we living 
up to our spiritual origins ? 

In East Germany boys and girls as 
young as 15 years of age are called up 
on the platform before a large audi- 
ence of their teachers and fellow-stu- 
dents and asked by the communists 
whether they will give up their mem- 
bership in the church youth organi- 


-zation or be expelled from school. A 


public answer is requested on the spot. 
If you were on that spot, what answer 
would you give? Hundreds of youth 
are paying a high price for their 
loyalty to Christ. They are expelled 
from school, leave their family, and 
flee empty-handed to West Germany. 


O God, to us may grace be given 
To follow in their train. 


Like the priests in Malachi’s day, 
we are living in an age of spiritual 
deterioration. Marriage has become 
honeycombed with divorce. Trust- 
worthiness has given away in many 
quarters to self-advantage. Chastity 
among many has given way to passion. 
Respect for parents has degenerated 
in many homes to defiance of parents. 


The little rocks at the bottom of 
the Grand Canyon were once part of 
the soaring, painted cliffs. Men once 
gasped at their grandeur. But the ac- 
tion of the weather brought on an 
erosion that crumbled these cathedral- 
like cliffs into little pebbles. 


Another kind of an erosion is 
crumbling the towering cliffs of char- 
acter taught us by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. A Christian is one who resists 
the erosion and lives today in the spirit 
of our immortal Founder and Saviour. 
We belong to the building crew, not 
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ne wrecking crew, of civilization. 

If you held a job and your boss 
|sked you to do something that vio- 
ated your conscience, what would be 
ne Christian procedure? If you had 
| heated argument with your parents 
ver some liberty, and you still felt 
stongly that you were right but they 
ibjected, what should you do? If your 
scrowd’ were going to some ques- 
jonable entertainment place, how 
“ould you best express your Christi- 
inity? Is it right to ask in all these 
ases: “What would Jesus want me 
o do?” Can any other question bring 
iis closer to our spiritual origin ? 

If God had complaints in Malacht’s 
‘day, he must also have complaints 
ugainst us. What would they be today ? 
“Who can make a list of five? No mat- 
ver how severe his complaints are, at 
che top of the page he writes as he 
did in Malachi, “I have loved you.” 
‘His complaints always hurt, but his 
“ove always heals. 


Worship suggestions 


Hymns: 
“From Ocean unto Ocean” 
“God Bless Our Native Land” 
“Jesus Calls Us: o’er the Tumult” 
Responsive reading: Psalm 67 


Prayer: No. 37 CYH or No. 37 PSH 

Scripture reading: Matt. 23:25-39 
(Jesus’ complaints against the  re- 
ligious leaders of his day.) 


Questions 


(Use the questions in the article as much 
as possible. Also: ) 


1. If many troubles came upon your 
friend and he finally said to you, “I guess 
God doesn’t love me anymore,” what things 
could you point out to try to prove to him 
otherwise? 

2. Why do you suppose God lets strong 
enemies threaten nations that do not seem 
to be as sinful as the threatening nations? 


3. What is the connection between 
Malachi 1:8 (bringing our second-best to 
God) and the First Commandment? 

4. In what areas of life do we get 
slipshod toward God? 

5. Can you name some heroes of 
Christ (1) in the early days of the Chris- 
tian church, and (2) in the present struggle 
between Christianity and communism? How 
should we be related to both groups? 

6. What kind of a future does a Chris- 
tian student escapee from East Germany 
have to look forward to with respect to 
(1) life in this world, and (2) con- 
sideration from God ? 


Project: 


Chart a dozen complaints of God against 
his people today. 

Make a parallel chart of the Christian 
solution in each case. 


© If we can get our generation of youth to apply Christianity at every point, to meet 
the problems facing our church and country with a boldness and confidence that we 
lack now, then we—instead of the communists—will become the great revolutionaries 


of our age. 


—George Harper 


© Isn‘t it a startling thing to realize that if there were only 12 believing Christians 
in the world, and each believer won at least one other each year, it would take less 
than the lifetime of Jesus, 33 years, to Christianize the two billion or more souls 


in the whole world? 


—Reuben K. Youngdahl 
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Bible Study—II 


God Lashes out at Divorce 


In a spiritual sense God is both the best man 


and the chief witness at every wedding ceremony 


By Robert W. Stackel 


«eT hate divorce.” These words were 

not spoken by a Reno judge after 
presiding over 10,000 divorce hear- 
ings. Nor were they spoken by a 
Christian pastor sick at heart over 
the divorce rate in this country. They 
were spoken by God in the book of 
Malachi (2:16 RSV). 

No statistics are printed in Malachi 
to indicate what the rate was then. 
We do have shocking statistics about 
the divorce rate in the United States. 
Some people take it as a matter of 
course and shrug their shoulders. Oth- 
ers maintain that it is not right. God 
goes further than anybody in his out- 
spokenness. “I hate divorce,’ God 
bluntly announces. From this verdict 
there is no appeal. 

The following situation was re- 
peated hundreds of times in the day 
of Malachi. Jacob and Suzannah were 
within three years of celebrating their 
silver wedding anniversary. Having 
married young, they were both in their 
mid-forties. God had granted two 
children to their marriage. These chil- 
dren were now in their teens. But for 
some time now Jacob had grown quite 
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disinterested in his wife Suzannah. It 
puzzled her greatly until she discov- 
ered one day that he had been keeping 
company with a pagan girl just half 
his age by the name of Lois. 

There was not much in common 
between Jacob and Lois. He was of 
the Hebrew faith, and she was a na- 
ture worshipper. He was of enough 
years to begin settling down, and she 
was young enough to want to go all 
the time. But her physical beauty and 
youth enchanted him. His own wife 
looked old and worn and unattractive 
by comparison. Lois felt complimented 
that a man as far along as Jacob would 
become so interested in her. 


Finally Jacob secured a divorce 
from his wife and’ later married his 
youthful non-Hebrew idol. In_ this 
mixed marriage he eventually stopped 
practicing his faith and the synagogue 
lost another member. 


God looked down upon this broken 
home, this heart-broken mother, these 
fatherless children, and this vacant 
pew in the synagogue. He read in 
Jacob’s heart a passion for the flesh, 
a faithlessness to sacred vows, a cruel 
selfishness, and a disregard for his 
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lligious faith. He saw in Jacob’s act 
ve downfall of the nation, the ruin 
* the home, and the weakening of 
-e Hebrew religion. He remembered 
e Sixth Commandment, “Thou shalt 
dt commit adultery.” He foresaw 

‘sus’ teaching, “Every one who di- 
orces his wife, except on the ground 
~ unchastity, makes her an adulteress ; 
nd whoever marries a divorced wo- 
san commits adultery.” 

God saw hundreds like Jacob. He 
2w millions like him down through 
ue following years. His anger 
aounted. His spirit of judgment grew 
wot. “I hate divorce,’ God thun- 
vered, 

_ Today every Christian pastor knows 
nat agony in God’s heart. A young 
‘ouple come to be married. Outwardly 
tey look like any other couple, but 
- conference discloses that both of 
them are divorced. They do not realize 
that it matters whether the divorce was 
sranted against them or against their 
»revious mates—and on what grounds. 
They do not realize that the church 
‘frowns upon immediate remarriage 
fter a divorce (a one-year minimum 
ime lapse is asked). They fail to un- 
derstand that some rematrriages are re- 
‘ected by the church because God's 
»lessing cannot seem to be asked upon 
them fittingly. 

_ They simply want to get married. 
Wes, there are little children left 
stranded by the divorces. There are 
very tragic aspects of the aftermath. 
There is some uneasiness of conscience 
and very little evidence of repentance. 
But they want to get married. 

Through Malachi God gives several 
teasons (2:10-16) why he opposes 
divorce. First Malachi says, “Have we 


not all one father? Has not one God 
created us? Why then are we faithless 
to one another?” (2:10) The reason- 
ing is: We are all children of one 
heavenly Father. Why then should we 
hurt so cruelly our sisters and broth- 
ers, as well as our Father, by divorce? 
Within the spiritual family we ought 
to be especially considerate and faith- 
ful toward one another. 

Then Malachi asserts that divorce 
profanes our religion (2:11). Chris- 
tianity opposes divorce. Therefore, di- 
vorce harms the church. “Judah has 
profaned the sanctuary of the Lord.” 
Especially is this true in a mixed mar- 
riage made possible by a divorce. 
Judah “has married the daughter of 
a foreign god.” The frequent outcome 
is loss of faith. 

Then, too, divorce is apt to mar 
God’s blessing upon us (2:13). Mala- 
chi vividly describes the people of his 
day covering the altar in the syna- 
gogues with tears and weeping and 
groaning because God no longer ac- 
cepted their offerings. Their hearts 
were not pure. They would not give 
up divorce for God. 

Malachi’s most impressive argu- 
ment against divorce is this (2:14): 
“The Lord was witness to the cove- 
nant between you and the wife of 
your youth.” In a spiritual sense God 
is the best man and maid-of-honor at 
every Christian wedding. He is the 
chief Witness, recording the marriage 
in his book. How can anybody cancel 
out his witness by a divorce? “She is 
your companion and your wife by 
covenant.” 


The Lutheran church reserves the 
privilege of remarriage to the inno- 
cent party of a divorce granted on the 
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grounds of adultery or malicious de- 
sertion after at least a year has trans- 
pired since the divorce was granted. 
These two grounds for divorce are re- 
ferred to in scripture. 


Other gross sins 


Malachi also thunders against other 
gross sins of his nation. He denounces 
the “sorcerers.”’ They are those who 
worship magic and fortune-telling. He 
condemns those who swear falsely. 
(Read the list in Malachi 3:5.) These 
are they who lie even under oath. He 
blisters those who “oppress the hire- 
ling in his wages, the widow and the 
orphan.” It is a terrible thing to cheat 
slaves and orphans. He pours scorn 
upon “those who thrust aside the so- 
journer.” He is speaking of those who 
care nothing about the stranger. Fin- 
ally he dresses down those who have 
no fear of God in their heart. 


In another place (2:17) he ex- 
presses God’s disgust with those who 
twist the truth. “Every one who does 
evil is good,” they say, “in the sight 
of the Lord.” They make black seem 
like white and white like black. Oth- 
ers see the wicked flourishing while 
the good are so poor, and they ask, 
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“Where is the God of justice?” Th 
have no thought for the evening | 
in the next world or even for t 
spiritual compensations in this life. 


It is obvious from a reading 
Malachi that many people of his tir 
were living high, wide, and handsor 
without any concern for a day 
reckoning. Pleasure was their god at 
they were Heat set her for all th 
were worth. The laws of God we 
for the very old and the very youn 
Those in between made their ov 
laws. This made life rather mert 
But Malachi saw a people accomplis 
ing their own destruction. 


Moth and candle 


Have you ever watched a mo 
circling around a lighted candle? . 
first it goes in wide sweeps, givi 
the flame a wide berth. As the lig 
seems to hypnotize the moth, it dai 
daringly close to the flame. It becom 
intoxicated by the brightness and t 
heat. Its flight becomes more irregul 
and foolhardy. Almost it touches t! 
fire. Now it is like a crazed anim: 
All of a sudden it flies too close. The 
is a sizzling sound, and then a bla 
ash drops to the table. 

The nation is that crazed moth 
the eyes of Malachi. The open flar 
is the judgment of God. The foc 
hardy flight is the wicked ways 
those who have no fear of God 
their heart. It is only a question 
time. 

“Behold, I send my messenger 
prepare the way before me,” it is wr 
ten in 3:1, “and the Lord whom y 
seek will suddenly come to his templ« 
Jesus said that the day of judgme 
will come without any warning, li 


a thief in the night. The “messenger” 

was understood in the New Testament 
(ito be John the Baptist. Jesus himself 
fisaid of the Baptist (Matt. 11:10), 
“This is he of whom it is written, ‘Be- 
) hold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, who shall prepare thy way 
before thee’.” 


». The coming to earth of Jesus be- 
i gan the judgment of God upon sin, 
sas it also began God’s redemption fot 
ithe sinner. Both will be perfected in 
(the final day of judgment. 


' What will this Judge of all the 
earth be like? “Who can endure the 
‘day of his coming, and who can stand 
| when he appears?” Malachi asks 

(3:2). “For he is like a refiner’s fire 

and like fuller’s soap.” A refiner was 
‘-one who worked with precious metals 
‘such as gold and silver. His intense 
\ fire melted the metal and burned out 
hits impurities. A fuller was a sort of 
i dry cleaner in those days, except that 
the cleaned clothes with soap and wa- 
iter. The fuller’s soap took the dirt 
i out of the fabric. 


| “He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
"of silver,” states Malachi (3:3), “and 
“he will purify the sons of Levi and 
“refine them like gold and silver, till 
they present right offerings to the 
“Lord.” The awful judgment will be- 
! gin with the priests and then come to 
(the people. The judgment is certain. 
“Only the time of it is in doubt. 


At the end of this section of Mala- 
chi God reveals how love and judg- 
“ment wrestle with each other in his 
heart for the supremacy. It is a preci- 
(ous passage (3:6). “For I the Lord 
‘do not change; therefore you, O sons 
“of Jacob, are not consumed.” His 


| mercy is peaking out from behind his 


wrath toward those who repent and 
turn to him. His love is riding horse- 
back on his judgment. The rainbow is 
following the storm. 

This assurance brings us to the door- 
step of the New Testament where the 
Saviour steps forth to be the tre- 
pentant sinner’s second chance. He is 
the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world. 


Worship suggestions 


Hymns: 
“God calling yet! Shall I not hear?” 
“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
“There's a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
Scripture: I Peter 4:12-19 
Prayer: No. 55 CYH or No. 32 PSH 
Responsive reading: Psalm I 


Questions: 


1. What can a Christian do about the 
dizzy divorce rate? 

2. What conditions in the U. S. and 

Canada are similar to those in Malachi’s 
day? Which era seems worse? 
3. God seemed very near the end of 
his patience in Malachi. Why didn’t he 
fling his judgments in their teeth then 
and there? 

4. What does the proverb mean, “The 
mills of God grind slowly, but they grind 
exceeding fine’’? 

5. When Abraham Lincoln was pres- 
ident of the United States, he set aside a 


day for national repentance. Why isn’t 
this done in our day? 
6. Why does God insist upon our 


keeping his Jaws? Does he just want to 
make us behave? (See John 12:50.) 


Suggested project 

Study the Lutheran “Order for Mar- 
riage’. What phrases and sentences in it 
oppose divorce? What kind of a marriage 
does this service expect to follow? (Point 
to wording in the service.) 
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Bible Study—III 


God Accuses Man of Robbery 


Malachi warns that judgment day will be “like an 


oven” in which tithe stealers will suffer agony. 


By Robert W. Stackel 


CeYZOU are robbing me!” This 

sounds like a hold-up. We turn 
around quickly to try to discover some- 
body with a gun in his ribs, his hands 
in the air, and his wallet being emp- 
tied. “Help! Help! I am_ being 
robbed!” It happens every day some- 
where. 

In this case, however, we ourselves 
are the robbers. God is crying out as 
the victim of the robbery. The money 
we hold back from giving to him is 
our theft. It happens every day. The 
most burglarized person in the world 
is God. 

“How are we robbing thee?” the 
people ask God. 

“In your tithes and offerings,’ God 
answers in Malachi 3:8. His people 
were not giving him at least one-tenth 
of their incomes in generous offerings. 
God had commanded such proportion- 
ate giving, but the people were spend- 
ing too much on themselves. Even so 
it was very hard to make ends meet. 

A popular magazine has been pub- 
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lishing a recent series of articles under 
the heading, “How Young America 
Lives.” In them is a study of average 
family expenditures. For example, a 
certain husband and wife earn $6,000 
between them annually. Their total 
contributions to church and charity 
were listed at $50 a year. One dollar 
a week may seem like big money in 
some quarters, but in this case it is 
not even 1 per cent of income. 

The Golden Rule Foundation has 
averaged all contributions to church 
and charity in the United States each 
year. The highest annual average has 
been only between 1 per cent and 2 
per cent of income. “You are robbing 
me,” God protests (Malachi 3:8). He 
gives us 100 per cent and we give him 
under 2 per cent. 

Part of our failure in generosity 


. toward God is due to the fact that we 


do not remind ourselves enough of all 
the blessings that come to us from 
God. A church visitor in an appeal 
for funds met an objector who pro- 
tested that the church was costing too 
much, In reply the visitor said, “About 


25 years ago a son was born to me. 
‘From his first day on he was an ex- 
dense. First it was hospital bills, doc- 
‘or bills, and food. Then it was music 
»essons, footballs, and books. Later it 
was allowances for movies, dates, and 
‘dances. Finally in college the expenses 
eally mounted. I began to wonder 
whether the boy was costing me too 
pauch. Just before graduation my son 
ook sick and died.” 


The visitor stopped for a moment 
»o clear his throat. Then he continued 


Man’s horrible fate in hell is pictured by Dore in illustration for Dante’s “Inferno.” 


quietly, “You know, Bill, that boy 
hasn’t cost me a cent since. Not one 
cent!” 

If the church and all God’s bless- 
ings upon us through it were taken 
away from us entirely, would we then 
think that they had cost too much ? 

Another element in our failure is 
not putting God first on our list of 
places where our money will go. We 
pay for food, clothing, entertainment, 
magazines, travel, etc., and then see 
how much we have left for God. 
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God’s calf died 


A New England farmer owned a 
cow. One day he was very surprised 
to find that his cow had presented 
him with twin calves. His wife was 
equally surprised when he came run- 
ning into the house and shouted, 
“Wife, I’m going to give one of those 
calves to the Lord.” The calves grew 
up side by side in the pasture. One 
of them was the Lord’s, but the owner 
never came out and said which one. 
Then came the fateful day when one 
of the calves died. The heavy-hearted 
farmer hurried back to the house. 
“Wife, wife,’ he announced, “the 
Lord’s calf is dead.” 


True Christian faith trusts God 
enough to declare his proportion at 
the outset and to stick by it. Faith 
knows God will bless the liberal giver. 
God's promise in Malachi 3:10 has 
never been broken: “Bring the full 
tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house; and thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open the windows 
of heaven for you and pour down 
for you an overflowing blessing.” 

Because our faith is weak, we want 
to wait and see how much we have 
left to give to God, after our expenses 
have been paid. But there is no risk 
or love or faith in this procedure. 
God says, “First bring your generosity 
to me without thought of your other 
expenses. Trust me to help you live 
happily on what is left.” 

God’s challenge confronts us: ‘Put 
me to the test.” In other words, try 
tithing and see for yourself how it 
always works. 

When God said this, hard luck had 
camped on the doorstep of the nation. 
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Locusts had devoured the crops. The 
harvest had failed. A virtual depres- 
sion was upon them (3:11—'de- 
vourer” means locust). Still God ex- 
pected the full tithe from them first, 
before they paid the shoemaker, the 
milk bill, and the tax collector. They 
should trust God that he would en- 
able them!to live on the remainder. 
Such a risk for God would be 
abundantly rewarded. 


God maintained that their misfor- 
tunes were linked to their neglect of 
the Lord. “You are cursed with a 
curse,” he claimed, ‘for you are rob- 
bing me.” 

Shouldn’t this make Americans and 
Canadians squirm ? Their contributions 
to the church are but a drop in the 
bucket of their total national income. 
“You are robbing me.” 


On the- other hand for a people 
that will give God the full tithe God 
has this promise, “Then all nations 
will call you blessed, for you will be 
a land of delight” (3:12). 

A veteran circus performer advised 
a young man learning to perform on 
the flying trapeze, “Throw your heart 
over the bars and your body will fol- 
low.” Devoted Christians first throw 
their hearts to Jesus Christ. Then their 
money, their time, and their talent 
easily follow. Martin Luther once said, 
“T have held many things in my hands, 
and I have lost them all; but what- 
ever I have placed in God’s hands, 
that I still possess.” 

The people in Malachi’s time tried 
to put the blame for their misfor- 
tunes upon God. “It is vain to serve 
God,” they complained (3:14), 
“What is the good of our keeping his 
charge?” They maintained that God 


| was unjust. The wicked seemed to 
| hrive, while the righteous seemed to 
nave endless troubles (3:14, 15). 


| Not all of the people, however, 
jwere grumblers. Some really loved 
}sod and trusted him. “Then those 
‘who feared the Lord,’ we read 
|(3:16), “spoke with one another. 
|The Lord heeded and heard them, and 
a book of remembrance was written 
ae him of those who feared the 
‘Lord and thought on his name.” 


What question outranks this: Is my 

name in God’s “book of remem- 
Srance”’ ? What is necessary to qualify ? 
Malachi says, “Those who feared the 
Lord and thought on his name.” In 
she New Testament era of grace 
‘John’s gospel says, “For God so loved 
“he world that he gave his only Son, 
chat whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” 

God answers the people’s complaint 
shat the wicked prosper while the good 
stay poor. That happens only in this 
life. There comes a final day of reck- 
oning for us all. Then the tables will 
be turned. The wicked will be de- 
stroyed. “The righteous will inherit 
che treasure of eternal life. Any ob- 
servation of life that fails to take 
judgment day into account is wholly 
‘naccurate. 

“For behold, the day comes, burn- 
ing like an oven,” predicts Malachi 
(4:1) of judgment day, “when all 
the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
“stubble; the day that comes shall burn 
them up, says the Lord of hosts, so 
‘that it will leave them neither root 
mor branch.” 

Let the sinner tremble like a leaf at 
‘his thought. Let him forsake his sin 
‘and turn in repentance and in a 
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changed life to the Lord. Not even 
a flea will get through that day un- 
scorched without the Lord. 

“But for you who fear my name,” 
God said to his faithful ones in tender 
tones, “the sun of righteousness shall 
rise, with healing in its wings.” (3:2) 
The dawn spread so swiftly in the 
Orient that it was thought to have 
wings. The Christian sees here a beau- 
tiful prophecy of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. For one who trusts in the 
Saviour, after the dread night of judg- 
ment comes the radiant dawn of ever- 
lasting life. In this last chapter of 
the Old Testament the bright morning 
of God’s new day in Jesus Christ be- 
gins to unfold. The father of John 
the Baptist carried along this prophecy 
about Jesus (Luke 1:78) when he - 
said, “The day shall dawn upon us 
from on high.” 

This great day of judgment will 
unmask us all for what we are. We 
shall be turned inside out, no longer 
able to hide the secret thoughts of our 
heart. “Then once more,’’ Malachi as- 
serts (3:18), “you shall distinguish 
between the righteous and the wicked, 
between one who serves God and one 
who does not serve him.” 

The ungodly may prosper now, but 
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not then. The godly may suffer now, 
but not then. The wrath of God upon 
sin will be unimaginable, but the 
spiritually devoted have nothing to 
fear. “They shall be mine, says the 
Lord of hosts, my special possession 
on the day when I act, and I will spare 
them as a man spares his son who 
serves him. (3:17)” 


In the new world the joy of the 
redeemed will exceed all description. 
“You shall go forth leaping like calves 
from the stall,’ Malachi predicts 
(4:2). Their victory will be absolute. 
“You shall tread down the wicked, 
for they will be ashes under the soles 
of your feet, on the day when I act, 
says the Lord of hosts. (4:3)’” What 
more could God promise to those who 
prefer him to all else in this life? 


The conclusion of Malachi men- 
tions Moses and Elijah (4:4,5). Moses 
was the immortal lawgiver; Elijah was 
among the greatest of the prophets. It 
is interesting that both Moses and 
Elijah talked with our Lord in his 
transfiguration (Luke 9:30,31). Our 
Lord also referred to John the Baptist 
as an Elijah (Matt. 11:14). In pre- 
ceding Jesus, John the Baptist fulfilled 
Malachi’s prophecy (4:5), “Behold, 
I will send you Elijah the prophet be- 
fore the great and terrible day of the 
Lord comes.” 


The last word in the Old Testament 
is ‘curse’. The last verse in the New 
Testament is a blessing, a benediction. 
In the old covenant a curse rests upon 
the world because of man’s sin in dis- 
obeying God's law. In the new cove- 
nant the blessing of forgiveness is of- 
fered by God to all repentant sinners 
through trust in the sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus takes our curse upon 
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himself so that we might have in its 
place eternal life. 


Worship suggestions 
Hymns: 
“Take My Life and Let it Be” 
“We give Thee but Thine own” 
“My God! how wonderful Thou art” 
Prayer: sentence prayers by eight or 10 


persons of thankfulness for certain 
gifts of God, ending with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Responsive reading: Psalm 103 

Scripture: Luke 6:31-38 
Questions 

1. How can one hear God speaking today 
as Clearly as Malachi seemed to hear him in 
his day ? 

2. What steps should a person take to 
become a tither if he is far from being 
one at the present time? 

3. How would you answer the person 
who claimed it was easier to tithe in 
ancient times than it is today? 

4. What did Jesus mean in Matthew 
6:19-21? 

5. What is the relationship between 
these three books: (a) Malachi 3:16, (b) 
Luke 10:20, and (c) Revelation 21:22-27? 
Are they three different books? How can 
one get one’s name written there? 

6. What is remarkable about the wo- 
man’s gift in Luke 21:1-4? What could 
have prompted her to give like that? Is a 
gift truly Christian unless it involves some 
risk ? 


Suggested project 

Divide the group into four ‘‘task forces’. 
Let each task force study one of the fol- 
lowing references: (1) Exodus 36:3-7, (2) 
I Kings 17:8-16, (3) II Corinthians 8:1-6, 
(4) John 3:16-18. On the blackboard com- 
pare these four givers. What things are 
similar? Sum them all up by writing on 
the blackboard adjectives that best de- 
scribe the Christian spirit of giving. | 


MONEY MATTERS 
Can Ruin Your Home 


| Even charges of “another woman’ have grown out of 


By JAMES M. SINGER 


Imagine yourself to be a consul- 
tant in a marriage clinic or a pastor 
who has made an appointment to 
discuss some marriage problems with 
a young couple. A light rap is heard 
on the door. Enter Jeff and Kathy. 
' After greetings are finished Jeff and 
_ Kathy sit on the edge of chairs oppo- 
site your desk. Awkwardly they begin 
telling you superficial facts about 
themselves that are unrelated. 

Suddenly Kathy blurts out, “Well, 
I’m not going to beat around the bush. 
‘I just don’t think Jeff loves me and 
these are my reasons.’”’ You notice that 
Jeff sits back with a pained, self- 
‘conscious look on his face. 

“In the first place,’ Kathy barges 
ahead, “we were happy when we were 
going together. Jeff was very kind and 
‘thoughtful. He always gave me every- 


The Rey. James M. Singer is pas- 
tor of Christ Second Lutheran 
Church, Altoona, Pa. He himself 


falls into the age bracket generally 
labeled as “Young Adult” in the 
church. 


simple masunderstandings over family finance 


thing I wanted even though he had 
to work for it and give up some things 
of his own. 

“We were married only about seven 
months when Jeff's happy, thought- 
ful attitude changed. He would come 
home and sit around for hours in a 
sullen way. When he did speak he 
was always telling me that I should 
not spend so much money, that I 
didn’t need all the clothes I was buy- 
ing, and that he couldn’t get certain 
things I wanted for our home. 

“It was perfectly evident to me that 
Jeff had changed. I kept asking my- 
self, ‘Is Jeff interested in someone 
else?’ Just before we were married 
he could give me most everything I 
wanted. Why the change? Seven 
months shouldn’t make that much of 
a difference.” 

Jeff speaks up quickly and angrily, 
“T’'ve told her again and again there 
isn’t, and never has been, anyone else. 
But she won't believe me.” 

Kathy glares at Jeff and asks per- 
mission to be able to continue without 
interruption, 

“I wouldn’t have minded giving up 
some of these things,” she says, “if 
Jeff wouldn’t have always acted so 
worried and so unhappy. When I 
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asked him what he was thinking about, 
he would either crawl into a shell and 
say, ‘Oh, nothing, or he would snap 
at me and say, “You wouldn't under- 
stand,’ or, ‘You wouldn’t care if I did 
tell you.’ 


“This went on for quite a while and 
finally I got so tired of it I told him 
I wanted a room of my own and he 
could take the guest room. We weren't 
happy together anyway since he was 
always sour and unpleasant. That was 
four months ago. Jeff is getting wotse. 
I am much more unhappy. I want to 
get to the bottom of this thing. I am 
certain there is someone else. Other- 
wise, couldn't Jeff and I know the 
happiness we knew when we were 
going together ?”’ 

Jeff draws a long, uncomfortable 
breath and, looking at you, begins. 

“There is no one tampering with 
our marriage,” he says. “It is just that 
Kathy is very demanding. Because of 
her demands I have been so tired and 
worried that we have not been able to 
get together on what we expect from 
each other. It seems to me that Kathy 
should understand that since we are 
married we have a home to keep and 
responsibilities to each other that we 
did not have when we were single. 

‘Now that Kathy is my wife I have 
not only to please her at the present 
time, but I must plan a secure future 
for her and for the children we had 
hoped to have. But she never seems 
to understand these things. So I have 
to worry and work for them alone. 
This concern for our future plus be- 
ing troubled that I could not fulfill 
all of Kathy’s desires kept me worried 
most of the time. 

“When she asked me what I was 
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thinking about, I knew there was no 
sense to talk. We would just get all 
involved. So I kept quiet and my 
silence made her suspicious. I know 
we weren’t happy, but when she told 
me she wanted her own room, that 
hurt. Now I don’t much care: If she 
is going to be this demanding all 
through our married life, I wonder if 
it is worth it. I think we should get 
a divorce. Maybe we could find hap- 
piness with somebody else.” 

Then Kathy speaks up. “You see,” 
she says, ‘that’s why we can’t be 
happy. Jeff is more worried about fu- 
ture security against troubles that may 
never come than he is about my happi- 
ness today.” 


Now please stop and think about 
what you have just read. How would 
you counsel Jeff and Kathy? Discuss 
this with other young adults. The 
following ideas are intended to be 
supplementary to your own 
thoughts. 


After further questioning the pastor 
learned that Jeff felt the problem of 
family finance to be entirely his prob-— 
lem and responsibility. He thought it 
would be neither manly nor courteous 
to trouble Kathy - with matters of 
money. 

In addition, he wanted to appear the 
same carefree giver he had been dur- 
ing courtship. That pleased Kathy and 
satisfied his pride. Thus he never ex- 
plained to Kathy that they were living 
beyond their income and were daily 
increasing their debts. 

Jeff was also concerned with pro- 
viding security and a happy future for 
Kathy and children should anything 
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Jhappen to him. Yet he never stopped 
ito think that unless he explained all 
ithese things to Kathy she would not 
understand his inner conflicts and dis- 
‘turbances. 

_ Kathy, on the other hand, had never 
‘been instructed in the practical affairs 
sof maintaining a home and providing 
for the future. Since Jeff would not 
‘speak of, or display, any of his inner 
frustrations and anxieties, she could 
mot guess them. 


In her search for the cause of the 
problem, Kathy had guessed incor- 
rectly. And, being blocked in every 
attempt to get Jeff to talk about his 
worries, Kathy was pushed more and 
‘more into a personal sense of unhap- 
jpiness. 

Final outcome of Kathy’s anxieties 
was her assertion that if Jeff would 
Ibe no more cooperative and pleasant 
she would prefer to be alone. This 
‘rather natural defense of her own 
iptide was most unfortunate. In assert- 
ing herself this way she further hurt 
Jeff. 

This wedge formed by a combina- 
‘tion of Jeff's secret pride and Kathy’s 
‘baffled state of mind drove them fur- 
‘ther and further apart. Finally they 
‘were sure their marriage would be 
“split. 


What would you, as counselor, 
‘now say to help Kathy and Jeff? 
“You are in an excellent position to 
‘point out that the basic problem is 
»an inadequate understanding of the 
‘important role a well adjusted phi- 
Mosophy of finance plays in a happy 
“marriage. 
| The: following first point may 
)seem trite to you. But many ex- 


perienced counselors have found 
that even so simple an understand- 
ing is held by very few young 
couples at the beginning of their 
married life. 


1. The happiness of any couple is 
based rather directly on physical and 
present pleasures. This is quite natural. 
Each couple, however, must come to 
the understanding that present pleas- 
ures cannot be sought at the expense 
of sound economy for today and a 
secure future for tomorrow. 


Financial security is based on sav- 
ings of one type or another. If a couple 
spends more than they earn, a debt 
will result. If a couple spends as much 
as they earn, a static balance will be 
maintained. Only after a couple so re- 
duces its spending to a point below its 
income can financial security be real- 
ized. 


Though this may seem perfectly 
obvious, it is amazing how many other- 
wise sensible people have no compre- 
hension of this picture. Therefore, do 
not pass over it lightly. 

(Point one is made so emphatically 
on the basis of the writer's experience. 
With the majority of couples in fi- 
nancial difficulties this is the exact 
point at which all counseling must be 
done.) 

2. Many books have been written 
about the arranging of budgets. And 
just as many couples have been dis- 
illusioned by these ready-made plans 
and had their efforts toward a sound 
financial system killed. 

A simple and effective system might 
be set up in the following fashion. 
No matter how long the couple have 
been married, they might purchase an 
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inexpensive notebook and devote a 
page of it to each main category of 
spending, such as food, rent, clothes, 
car, pleasure, church. 

For three or four months they 
should keep a monthly account of the 
amount spent under each category. 
They may be amazed to find that they 
spend more in a particular area than 
imagined. They may also see that with 
wise buying they can reduce this 
amount substantially. Each person may 
also see that he could cut back on 
some personal expenditures that he 
had thought to be of no consequence, 
but which when added together ac- 
count for too large a portion of the 
family budget. 

This system provides a guide that 
may be exercised as strictly or as 
loosely as pleases the couple. It can 
be, if desired, worked into an actual 
budget. As such it will be custom- 
made for the couple. 

3. All activity in married life 1s 
cooperative. It is not the duty of either 
the husband or the wife to shoulder 
all the financial burden and concern. 
The old idea that a husband is a better 
husband if he cares for the family 
needs by himself is based on a false 
sense of pride. It has neither Christian 
nor practical foundation. 

At the same time, it is a fallacy to 
think that women are not clever in 
affairs of finance. The truth is that 
many women can be converted from 
spendthrifts into the keystones of fam- 
ily economy by the simple procedure 
of consulting with them in all matters 
pertaining to the family budget. 

When the couple work together on 
financial affairs, neither will have to 
worry in silence while the other in 
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innocent ignorance goes free. And 
when success is the result, happiness 
can be shared by both. 

Frequently it will be found that one 
of the couple has a better head for 
business and is much more adept at 
administering funds. To this person 
should be given the responsibility of 
keeping the family ledger and paying 
the bills. 

4. Neither the husband nor the 
wife should hide any financial problem 
at any time. If a debt is incurred by 
one—-whether for a matter that bene- 
fits both or just the spender—it should 
be revealed and faced by both. 

If unhappiness results from this 
procedure, it will center around the 
immediate problem and not infect the 
rest of the married life, as in the case 
of Kathy. and Jeff. This saves many 
suspicions from growing into ugly 
doubts and later into wedges that di- 
vide the couple. 


5. Large or unusual expenditures 
should be considered by both husband 
and wife with full knowledge of the 
state of the family finances. In this 
way each member, having had a part 
in the planning, will be better satis- 
fied when the expenditure is made. 


Such procedure also guards against 
the possibility of one member's spend- 
ing too much on either a personal ot 
unnecessary item. It is easy to imagine 
the number of tensions that will be 
eliminated by such a program. 

6. Whether we approve or not, the 
financial philosophy of most Ameri- 
cans has been set up to keep pace 
with the fast tempo of the installment 
plan. Many couples are attracted to 
the happy possibility of completely 
furnishing a home and buying a new 


car at the same time-—on the install- 
ment plan. 


On the day of delivery all is hap- 
Piness and joy. But on the day the 
| first bills came due all will be gloom 
and sadness if the couple has not been 

extremely cautious. Painfully real are 
the cases in which the finance com- 
| panies are no longer willing to carry 
a client who cannot meet payments. 
Couples stand to suffer a staggering 
financial loss. 


While there is no financial loss in 
most cases, emotional and mental suf- 
fering is endured by many young mar- 
tied couples who must constantly 
worty about where the next payment 
will come from. Naturally such suf- 

_ fering is far more acute when the hus- 
band, as in the case of Jeff, considers 
jit his duty to shoulder the problem 

_ alone. 

Upon such an unpleasant back- 
ground, the happiness that should ac- 

_ company every year of married life is 

| impossible. All couples should be cau- 

tioned to venture into installment buy- 

ing slowly, considering the cost in- 

stead of the immediate pleasure such 
buying may bring. 


] 


Having stated these general prin- 

ciples of sound economy, you as the 

; counselor might then sit down with 

| the couple and help them evaluate 

their particular situation. Such pro- 
cedure might be as follows: 


Take a large sheet of paper. At the 
; top write the names of the couple. 
| Beneath the names write the total in- 
| come of the pair. Exclude all hoped 
_ for gifts and gratuities. These cannot 
_ be relied upon with any regularity and 


should never be considered as a part 
of the income. 

After this is done, the fixed ex- 
penditures should be set up on a 
monthly basis. Such items would in- 
clude rent, hospitalization, insurance, 
church. If the couple can give a fair 
estimate of the varying expenditures 
for food, clothes, pleasure, etc., these 
might also be added. 

Guessing is not accurate. A far bet- 
ter policy would be for the couple to 
work out the plan outlined in Point 
2 above. Then after keeping records 
for several months, they can add these 
varying expenditures. 

A matter of simple addition will 
quickly tell the couple how much they 
stand to go in debt, whether they can 
hope to strike a balance, or how much 
they can plan to save. 

Too often we think that the words, 
“for richer or for poorer,” rest upon 
some pleasant or unpleasant fate. The 
truth is that in some cases life may 
work hardships on a couple. But in 
most cases “for richer or for poorer’ 
depends upon the willingness of the 
couple to take a practical approach to 
a financial philosophy. 

The wonderful feeling called love 
can bind two hearts together in many 
happy ways to overcome personal dif- 
ficulties, physical handicaps, and vari- 
ous emotions. Surely such love would 
be insulted if it were thought to be 
incapable of effecting a sound basis for 
financial security. 


Scripture: Ephesians 5: 21-33 
Hymns: 

“O Perfect Love’ CSB 415 

“O Love That Wilt Not” CSB 348 
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VALENSINE EE Ai tayg 


By ADA PARKER 


It’s February--the month honoring sweethearts. 


Here ave eleven 


games to help make your party a hilarious success 


Sweetheart scramble 


As each party-goer arrives present 
him with a name-tag. On the back of 
each tag should be written the name 
of a well-known song appropriate to 
Valentine’s Day. For instance, you 
might choose “Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart,” “My Heart Cries for 
You,” or “Sweetheart of Sigma Chi.” 
Select as many song titles as you will 
need groups to participate in the ‘'Pro- 
gressive Playhouse.” 

-At a signal each guest hums _ his 
tune. Object is to find others who are 
humming the same song. Guests re- 
main in groups for the succeeding 
game. 


Progressive playhouse 

Before the party, set up the prop- 
etties needed for each game listed 
below. Then assign one person to 
each game for the purpose of giving 
directions and keeping scores. 

Let each group begin with a dif- 
ferent game. When the whistle blows 
each group immediately starts to play 
its game, players taking successive 
turns. After a specified time (from 
four to eight minutes) the whistle is 
blown again and all play ceases. The 
scorekeepers tally the scores. Each 
group then progresses to the next 
game and play begins again. 
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When the groups have participated 
in all games, scores are totalled and a 
prize awarded to the group with the 
highest score. 


Game 1—-Properties: Chair, egg car- 
ton, and two ping-pong balls. Place the 
carton on the chair seat so that the back 
of the carton rests against the chair 
back. Each player stands a short dis- 
tance from the carton and tries, in two 
turns, to toss the balls into the carton 
holes. Score three points if the ball 
lands in first row of carton, two for 
the second row, and one for the last 
row. 


Game 2—Properties: Two  tea- 
spoons, a table, and a heavy glass. 
Place spoon on table so that its tip 
is about seven inches from the glass. 
Using the second spoon, each player 
tries to hit the first spoon into the 
glass. Allow each player three chances. 
Score 10 points for getting spoon into 
glass. 

Game 3—Properties: Playing cards 
and cardboard carton about a foot 
square. Place the box about seven feet 
away from player. Each person throws 
or flips five cards, one at a time, to- 
ward the box. Score one point for each 
card landing in box. 


Game 4—Properties: One chair and 
five rubber jar rings. Turn chair up- 


side-down. Each person gets five 

_ chances to toss rings on the chair legs. 
The two front legs of the chair count 
one and two points, back legs count 
three and four points. 

Game 5—Properties: Milk bottle 
and five clothespins. Holding clothes- 
pin nose-high, contestant tries to drop 
it into milk bottle. Score one point 
_ for each pin dropping into bottle. 

Game 6—Properties: Coat hanger 
and two small paper plates. Bend han- 
ger until it is circular. Attach it to 
wall or on post, like a basketball hoop. 
Allow each person two chances to 
toss the plate through the hoop. Five 
points are awarded for each successful 
throw. 


| 


What’s my line 

Patterned after the current television 
program, one person pantomimes a 
type of work. Others try to guess the 
portrayal. Examples of work are: Gym 
teacher, ditch digger, waitress. For a 
variation, occupations of Biblical 
' people, such as a carpenter (Jesus) or 
fisherman (Peter), may also be used. 


A crime that was committed 


One person narrates the essential 
known facts of an imaginary crime. 
- Others fill in the details. For instance, 
someone might give these facts: Two 
- women went to the movies one day. 
After the film was over, one was found 
dead. Her only wound was a needle- 
like prick. Object is to guess how the 
crime was committed. 


Straw relay 
Divide the group into teams. Half 
- of the members of each team are sta- 
tioned at opposite ends of the room. 
_ Provide each player with a straw. The 
_ team captain is given a small piece of 


paper, which he holds to the straw by 
inhaling. He then walks to his team- 
mate across the room, passing the 
paper to him without using his hands. 
If the paper falls to the floor, player 
must pick it up with his straw. First 
team completing the relay, with all 
members of the team in their original 
positions, wins. 


Life-saver relay 


Divide the group into teams. Hand 
each person a toothpick which he puts 
into his mouth. Team captain is given 
a pack of Life-Savers. Object of the 
game is to pass the Life-Saver from 
player to player on the team by means 
of the toothpick. If the Life-Saver is 
dropped, the team must start over 
again. First one passing Life-Saver to 
the last team player wins. 


Singing nursery rhymes 

Divide group into teams. Each takes 
a turn singing a nursery rhyme in the 
following manner: 

Little Jack Horner sat in the corner 

Eating his Christmas pie. 

He stuck in his thumb 

And pulled out a plum 

And threw it out the window, the 
window, 

The second story window. 

He stuck in his thumb 

And pulled out a plum 

And threw it out the window. 

Next team follows, singing to the 
same tune another nursery rhyme like 
“Little Bo Peep” or “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb.’ Of course, the lines be- 
ginning “And threw it out the win- 
dow” are repeated instead of the last 
line of the original nursery rhyme. 
Teams that run out of nursery rhymes 
lose. 
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MOVIE REVIEWS By EUGENE A. HOEFTMAN 


“Beware the Ides of March,’ Louis Calhern hears as John Gielgud leads the blind sooth- 
sayer, Richard Hale, in a scene from ‘“‘Julius Caesar.” Marlon Brando plays lead role. 


Brando Scores in Shakespeare’s Story of Intrigue and Murder 


A classic of the theatre is given yet 
another distinguished and impressive 
production. Marlon Brando (as Mark 
Anthony), James Mason (very good 
as Brutus), John Gielgud (likewise, 
as Cassius), Louis Calhern (Julius 
Caesar), Greer Garson, Deborah Kerr, 
and many others enact Shakespeare's 
famous account of intrigue and mur- 


der in MGM's Julius Caesar. 
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Noteworthy: The stabbing scene in 
the Senate, the Brutus and Anthony 
speeches to the citizens of Rome 
(Brando scores here), and the stormy 
tent meeting of Brutus and Cassius im- 
mediately preceding the climactic bat- 
tle with the forces of Anthony. Wordy 
dialogue requires close attention. 
Filmed in black and white. The pic- 
ture was directed by Joseph L. Man- 
kiewicz. 


: Escape From Fort Bravo 
(M-G-M) 
Here is a choice one for the action 
fans. William Holden, Captain of a 
Union cavalry post in Arizona Terri- 
tory, has as his opposite number John 
Forsyth, one of the Confederate pris- 
oners, who is determined to escape. 
Enter the girl, Eleanor Parker. She 
falls for Bill while helping John get 
away. Two major Indian attacks on 
gtoups while outside of the fort's 
protection provide action-filled drama. 
Filmed in Ansco Color in Death 
‘Valley National Monument, provides 
grandeur background. Two songs, one 
for the Union Army and one for the 
Southerners, help key the story. Very 
‘exciting climax offers something new 
sin Indian warfare . . . pinpoint bom- 
bardment by flights of arrows, no less. 

Wide-screen. 


How To Marry A Millionaire 
(20th Century Fox) 


To the breathtaking vividness of 
‘Cinemascope’s panoramic views of 
New York and Maine (in Techni- 
color) add a delightfully entertaining 
comedy line about three city girls in 
search of millionaire husbands (the 
‘mind over matter approach), and you 
have here a lively evening. 

The girls (Marilyn Monroe, Betty 
Grable, and Lauren Bacall) don’t ex- 
actly wind up with what they set out 
for, but that again is life, and since 
everyone (including the audience) 
seems eminently satisfied with the re- 
sult, that’s all that’s necessary. Ending 
is real tricky and has the audience 
fairly howling with laughter. The boys 
are David Wayne, Cameron Mitchell, 
and Rory Calhoun. 


Eleanor Parker and William Holden star 
in action-packed pic set in Civil War. 


<d 


Betty Grable, Lauren Bacall use “mind 
over matter’ approach to catch sucker. 
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Abe Lincoln Lives Again in Two “Book of the Month” 


Selections 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN. By Jeannette 
Nolan. New York: Julian Messner. 
182 pages. $2.75. 


ABE LINCOLN. Edited by Hilah 
Paulmier, New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf. 318 pages. $3.50. 


February gave birth to America’s 
two greatest prexies—George Wash- 
ington and Abraham Lincoln. 

Now that we've spoken of these two 
great gentlemen in the same sentence, 
do you happen to know how Abe was 
introduced to George? “Mother Na- 
ture” blew up a storm one night while 
Abe was sleeping, and drenched the 
borrowed book that was stuck between 
the logs at the head of his bed. 

The owner of the book would not 
accept it in its wrinkled condition. He 
informed young Abe that he would 
have to buy the book. The purchase 
price was placed at “three days work 
in the corn fields of the book-owner.” 

The book’s title was The Life of 
George Washington. It was the first 
book—and the first piece of real prop- 
erty—that Abe Lincoln ever owned. 

Abraham Lincoln by Jeannette 
Nolan and Abe Lincoln edited by 
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Hilah Paulmier are very good books! 
Jeannette Nolan’s book is Abe’s life 
reduced to a teen-ager’s reading-time 
schedule of 182 pages. 

Hilah Paulmier’s volume is an an- 
thology. The author has collected 
what she considers to be the finest 
stories, incidents, anecdotes, and poems 
that have been printed about Lincoln. 
The material is arranged in chron- 
ological fashion. It begins with the 
day Abe was born, covers the signifi- 
cant periods in his childhood and 
youth, the presidency, the Civil War, 
and finally, his assassination, 

Youth, their pastors, and advisers 
will find these two volumes mighty 
helpful in bringing back to real life 
one of America’s greatest statesmen. 


—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


Resource for Mission Study 


WHERE’ER THE SUN. By Samuel 
H. Moffett. New York: Friendship 
Press. 118 pages. $2.00. 
Absorbing, intriguing, exciting, 

stimulating! These are only a few of 

the adjectives that might be used in 


describing a most unusual story of 
tthe life and task of the church around 
‘the world. 


Woven throughout the book is its 
title and theme, “Jesus shall reign 
where’er the sun.’ As we read we 
‘travel westward with the sun, visiting 
<ommunities and villages where the 
‘church has extended its scope and 
ypower. We meet people of every race, 
<olor, and nation—all drawn together 
in the “kingdom that stretches from 
shore to shore.” 


The heroism and drama illustrated 
“50 vividly on every page of this fasci- 
mating book is not told of men “called 
‘of God” to be missionaries. Instead the 
‘book concentrates on the work of the 
inational Christians who have heeded 
ithe command to tell the good news. 

_ The point of this book is that just 
‘as the sun never actually “‘sets’”’ on the 
‘earth, so it never sets on the Christian 
«church. The church now stretches lit- 
erally around the world. 

—Kay SHERIFF 


YOUTH GUIDE ON “THE LIFE 

1; AND TASK OF THE CHURCH 
AROUND THE WORLD.” By 
Wyatt Jones. New York: Friend- 
ship Press. Paper 50c. 


This is a most excellent, all-inclusive 
study guide to be used in the discus- 
sion of Where’er the Sun by Samuel H. 
Moffett. It has been designed to help 
us in our discovery of the full picture 
‘of what the church is doing in every 
‘part of the world. 

- Complete with suggestions of vari- 
‘ous types of presentation, data on re- 
lated resource materials, film strips, 
“maps, etc., you can little afford to be 


without this guide when you use 
W here’ er the Sun for the basis of Luth- 
er League topics. 

—Kay SHERIFF 


Background for Music 


THE CHORALE. By Edwin Liemohn. 
Philadelphia: Muhlenberg. Press. 
170 pages, $2.50. 


Too many of us sing hymns in 
church every Sunday morning, yet 
know nothing at all about the fascinat- 
ing history and development of 
hymnody. This concise and scholarly 
volume should be a great step forward 
in remedying this situation. 

Congregational singing was almost 
nonexistent until the Reformation put 
the hymn into the language of the 
people. During the next 400 years the 
chorale melodies and texts were alter- 
nately mutilated and beautified. Dr. 
Liemohn uses Luther's “A Mighty 
Fortress” and “From Heaven Above” 
as examples “to show how chorale 
melodies have been treated from the 
time of their first appearance up into 
the 20th century.” 

This wealth of information will have 
to reach the layman indirectly. The 
book is far too technical and detailed 
to be enjoyed by the average reader. 
Its value will be realized if it is used 
by a musician as his source of infor- 
mation for an article or talk. Church 
organizations should invite their choir- 
masters or Organists to present a re- 
view of this book to them with illus- 
trations and examples in the layman’s 
language. 

—RICHARD A. CARLSON 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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CONRAD. GIA Tes haa 


AS long as I live, I shall always take 
off my hat to the man, woman, 
or child who is a stand-out in his voca- 
tion. Furthermore, I shall ‘‘doff my 
hat’”’ with a special twist to a person 
who leaves one field of work, enters 
another, and is as good in the second 
as he was in the first. 

Last night the “special curtsy’’ was 
in order. I was a spectator at the Sugar 
Ray Robinson show at the Met, here 
in Philadelphia. He’s still champ—this 
time as a combination emcee, tap 
dancer, and crooner. 

Sugar Ray never had any trouble 
drawing crowds when he boxed. And 
as long as he wants to stay in this 
new business, the public will buy the 
tickets, and then buy some more the 
next time his show hits town. Why? 

He believes in doing nothing half- 
way—and he lives the way he be- 
lieves. When he was in the boxing 
business, he was called “the world’s 
best boxer, pound for pound” by the 
men who knew boxing best. He was 
both welterweight and middleweight 
champion of the world. 

Before he had completed his first 
tap-dance number last night, I said 
to the memory of the late Bill “Bo- 
jangles’ Robinson, “Brother, turn over 
and get your rest. There’s a man on 
this stage tonight who can take up 
where you left off! In fact, by the time 
he’s as old as you were when you 
passed on, he may be a big improve- 
ment over the best you offered, and 
you had some ‘best’ to offer!” 

The point is this! Sugar Ray has 
always insisted that a man, woman, 


64 


or child should train, train, and then 
train some more until they do a job 
well-nigh perfect. He did it in box- 
ing. He’s doing it in show business. 

When his boxing days were over— 
and there still exists the possibility of 
his being lured once again to the 
boxing ring since the present crop of 
middleweights is so poor—he wasn't 
satisfied to learn enough “just to get 
by.” He didn’t make his debut on the 
stage until he had mastered the trade. 
He wasn’t willing to be a great “has 
been” in one trade and a “never will 
be’ in another. 

Before we run out of space, let’s 
try to draw some conclusions. Church 
people often times live on the repu- 
tation of somebody else: Youth on the 
reputation of their parents; parents on 
the ‘reps’ of their parents or grand- 
parents. Even congregations exist on 
the reputation of the congregation or 
church of a former generation or 
century. 

Most of the time, church people 
have only one vocation—their work, 
job or position. They fail to see that 
all of life is a vocation, and that the 
Christian must let*his religion voca- 
tionalize everything he does. And, the 
real Christian does nothing—yes, 
nothing—sloppily, regardless of what 
it is! 

Unfortunately, I didn’t get back- 
stage between shows to talk to Sugar 
Ray about his religious beliefs—I’m 
not sure he’s got any. But a man like 
that, who goes into everything with 
all he’s got, sure could be a whiz-bang 
at spreading the Christian religion! 


i 


\ 


\ 


The Luther League of America 


#228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


4 Executive Staff 
*xecutive Secretary 
5 THE REV. LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


‘Associate Secretary 
THE REV. JOHN M. MANGUM 


Officers 


WGEIN STACY Bierce. pttonnccticene President 
~ Leamer Hall, Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio 


MESES GHON) Se eerace cnlb sacren Vice-President 


|— Cental Lutheran Seminary, Fremont, Nebr. 
ANN MOERTELMEYER ........... Secretary 
* 822 Alverstone St., Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada 
ROBERT SANDERS ............... Treasurer 
_ 2808 Duncan St., Columbia, S. C. 
Members-at-Large 
Term 1953-55 
308 BECKSTROM, Midland College, Fremont, 
Nebr.; GARFIELD RAYMOND, 86 Norman 
Ave., Waterloo, Ontario, Canada; THE REV. 


_ RAYMOND TIEMEYER, 1908 South Patter- 
~ son, Sioux City, Iowa; NEVA WHITE, Beegle 
' Hall, Midland College, Fremont, Nebr.: JOE 
WOLD, Midland College, Fremont, Nebr.; 
" RAY CLINE, Immediate Past President, R.F.D. 
23, Concord, N. C. 


Term 1953-57 


sue CULP, P. O. Box 22, Albemarle, N. C.; 
= MAC MINNICK, 435 High St., Salem, Va.; 

-» THE REV. LAWRENCE T. RUGH, 62 East 
- Second St., London, Ohio; HOWARD TURK- 

» HEIMER, Jr., 1960 West 7ist Ave., Phila- 

* delphia 38, Pa.; BILLIE GRACE UNGERER, 
411% East 30th St., Austin 5, Texas. 


Division Chairmen 


AUDREY DIXSON, Social Action, 231 Madi- 
» son Ave., New York 16, N. Y.; FLORENCE 
_ FRAY, Missions, 314 College St., Marion, Were 
HELEN HABERMANN, Evangelism,  Car- 
thage College, Carthage, Ill.; NEIL LUEBKE, 
Christian Vocation, 1146 East Ninth St., Fre- 
mont, Nebr.; HELEN NORTEMANN, Recrea- 
- tion, R. F. D. 1, Riley Hill, Wheeling, W. Va. 


Luther Life 


Correspondents 


Galiforniat. since Dick Auger 
Connecticutms anaes Rita Burkat 
Blouidarre ss. 5 aris. custen Leah Jacobson 


Frederich Ohsiek 


LUST: Seen eeonic de so. Lloyd’ Buss 
Indiana Strecker Sally Snyder 
LOWE rfoctns nis o aeeee Barbara Heeschen 
IANS A'S payer thens oh ols, nae Bob Oltmanns 


Kentucky-Tenn. ..... Eleanor Guderian 
Maryland (5. dcssc ies Dorothy Meyers 


Michig@aicn ap cease noes Shirley Walter 
Midwest ihr scccieie ace Dean Sudman 
IMannesoragre® centr ce Neva Korthof 
Mississippi ..... 0... Mary Ann Derrick 
Nebraska's, ercntceinee Phyllis Madsen 
New Jerseyeca. cacti hanes Janet Treible 
New York 

IROGHESLEE Ve eine wc vials tae Shirley Bowles 


INewsWork- 1. os)0e ie Gus Wedemeyer 
Longulsland een Lucymary Demetrius 
INorthy Carolina: ieee see Jeff Norrsi 
Noya Scotia 
Ohio 


Isabel Crouse 


Christine Johnson 


Beverly Bain 
Bob Schultz 


Ministerium of Pennsylyania 


Northampton ........ Leonore Kuntz 
Philadelphia ......... Don Lawrence 
Schuylkill Hayen ........ Lois Brown 


Hazleton- Wilkes-Barre . Grace I. Miller 
Pittsburgh Mrs. LaRue Schrieb 
Rocky Mountain Bunny Kohlhaas 
Mary Schriegel 


South Carolina 


NAVESUNCN Sena od ganD mA oOa ee Bob Booher 


Western Canada .... 
West Virginia ....... 


Ann Moertelmeyer 


Helen Nortemann 


IWHSCODS Iter aeysats ecient Helen Haban 
British Guiana ......... H. C. Magalee 
japan eh ca eee Norman Nuding 


slve cs emsrarerrs N. Earl Townsend 


GAMES FOR SMALL SPACES 


CRAFTS ... ACTIVE GAMES ... CAMP IDEAS 


All these, and more, 


are crammed in the 154 pages of this handbook 


The Pleasure Chest 


By Helen and Larry Ezsenberg 
XG 


Order from: The Luther League of America 


1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Penni 


